Ashby Conservation Commission

Agenda for the Meeting of August 4, 2010

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson, Bob Leary and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of July 21, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: $50 into petty cash from the new budget.  $190 received into the Wetlands Acct for the Alden NOI.  $5.88 paid out in postage.  ESRI maintenance fee paid in Full: $400.00

Correspondence: 

Continued information about the Jewett Hill Road clear-cutting incident; Butch Shepherd, owner.  The chair spoke with Phil Nadeau (DEP) and was told that the meeting had been held and penalties and a restoration plan had been agreed upon. Phil sent a copy of the letter and a plan submitted by Ross Associates. DEP gave Mr. Shepherd permission to remove the logs and stumpage from the area, taking advantage of the dry conditions.  The letter refuted that there was an intermittent stream running through the property, referring to it as a drainage swale.  The Commission has walked the area, including property upland and across the road from the property and has observed that the stream connects a wetland above the Shepard property with the wetland below the Shepherd property.  The connection would make the stream intermittent and protectable.  The Commission will write a letter to DEP contesting the wetlands resource finding made by Ross Engineering.

“Train the Trainers”, Asian Longhorned Beetle training coming to the Doyle Center in Leominster on 8-10-10, 8:30 – 10:00 AM.  Cathy and Tim plan to attend.

NOI for upgrade to sewage disposal at 226 West Rd – Stephen Longley. – scheduled a site visit Monday 8/9/10 @ 7:30 – meet at town hall.

Old Business:  

Tim talked with Building Permit Officer about the on-going problem of Building Permit applications with the 100' / 200' wetland buffer check box left blank. They reached an agreement that the box should not be left blank, but could be marked “NA” for those not involving excavation.
The erosion controls from the guard rail project to be placed at Damon Pond were delivered to the wrong side of Rt. 31. Cathy darned the socks first.  Then she and Bob are working at moving them here they are to be placed to protect the vernal pool on Valley Road.

Information from Emily Norton regarding info on invasive species grant has been forwarded to Tim and he will write the letter before Sept 30.

Received a letter from BOH reporting that the residents at 854 South Rd have been shampooing in the Ashby Reservoir.  Tim called the complainant and was informed that the situation seems to have abated.  There is no plumbing in the cabin at that address.  Other residents have reported counting 37 people in the water at that residence one time.  The activities in the reservoir occur every day, not just on the weekends.  Parents at the residence have been heard directing children to cross the road and I\use the woods for a bathroom.  Tim talked with Nashoba BOH agent Metcalf about the situation.  Mr. Metcalfe agreed to look into it.  It would be a good thing if they had a porta-potty.  Cathy will distribute some literature on phosphates in the water.

Roberta needs to follow up on police coverage for Watatic Management property.

New Business: 

In answer to a question about who should be notified of hearings, the notification should be sent to all abutters and any property owner within 100 feet of the property line.  This is covered in 310CMR 10.05(4(a)).  Cathy has updated the NOI DIY Guide.

Cathy looked through the exemption for agriculture from the Wetlands Protection Act in advance of the work mentioned by the Racines on Jewett Hill Rd.  Alteration/maintenance of an existing man-made pond does qualify for the exemption.

Hearings:  

8:00 PM. 63 Ingerson Road. Clearing of property within the 100 ft buffer zone. Dennis McRae: owner. Plans to build a skating rink. NOI received 7-28-10.  Reviewed the NOI during the meeting and found that the description needed to be more precise and that the deed book and page number were missing.  Tim will follow up with an email reminding the applicant of what has to be completed and that a copy needs to be sent to DEP.  We also need to have an official abutters list and the green certified mailing return receipts submitted with the application.  Most importantly, the plan needs to show actual plans, not just the survey of the property.  Although the hearing was opened, it was continued to 8/18/10 @ 9:00pm.  
Hearings Scheduled:


8-18-10 @ 8:00 PM. Septic replacement for 82 Russell Road, Tim Beauchemin Engineering for George and Patricia Beauregard. DEP #93-318

Site Visits Scheduled:

NOI for upgrade to sewage disposal at 226 West Rd – Stephen Longley. – scheduled a site visit Monday 8/9/10 @ 7:30 – meet at town hall.

Site Visits: 

Friday, July 23, @ 7:30 AM, 63 Ingerson Rd., tennis court excavation. Checked and agreed with wetland bound flagging. Bob, Tim, Roberta.  (Cathy, as interested citizen).

Tuesday, July 27, @ 7:30 AM, 82 Russell Hill Rd., septic replacement. Bob, Roberta, Cathy and Tim.  Confirmed the wetland bounds.

Site Visits Needed: Still waiting for date and time on a visit to the Valley Road culverts.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:27pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

