



Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of June 2, 2010

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of May 19, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.  Notes from the hearing, as well as plans presented at the hearing will be filed with the minutes.

Treasurer’s Report: $67.50 received from Ducharme and Dillis for an NOI on 5/29/10.

Correspondence: 

NOI for septic replacement at 126 Jones Hill Road, received on 5/29/10 from Ducharme and Dillis for the owner, Fred Alden IV.  The hearing is now scheduled for 6/16/10 @ 8:00pm.  Cathy will spend some time reviewing the application.   A Site visit was scheduled for Monday, 6/7/10– meeting at the town hall @ 7:30.
An NRWA flyer was received to remind the Commission of a combined meeting of ConCom reps on 6-3-10 @ 6:30 PM. Cathy will attend in place of Tim.

Notification of the recording of the OOC on the deed for Joan Crandall, Sunny Meadows Homes, Inc., Erickson Road, lot#1A .  

An announcement of a two-day “Mitigation Planning Workshop for Local Governments (G-318)” 7-15 &16-2010.for Potential Hazard Mitigation Grant Applicants was received. Sponsored by DCR, FEMA and MEMA.

A letter from Steven Coswell, president the Little Watatic Pond Association, was received on 5/28/10.  The group has not yet had a determination  of need for treatment this year conducted.  Survey will be conducted in June.  If treatment is needed, the group will notify the Commission..

The ZBA decision for 864 South Road (Laakso property) was received: a special Permit dated May 18, 2010 was issued.  Conditions: Building Inspector to verify that: the proposed location of house will be used; requirements of other boards will be met; the building will be in keeping with the rest of the neighborhood.
 

Old Business 

No further word from DEP (Gary Dulmaine) regarding the Enforcement Order for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road.  The Commission is expecting some result from a meeting between DEP and the owner, “Butch” Shepherd.  Gary had said that the results of the meeting might take several weeks to be issued.

Draft minutes have always been sent to Alan for posting on the website, as well as distributed to the Town Clerk, Planning Board, Board of Selectmen and Board of Health.  Roberta will mark these as “DRAFT” and then send revised copies after the Conservation Commission has reviewed/accepted the minutes.

Issued the OOC - DEP#93-316 - for Bussell, Rainville and Lammi property at 584 Main Street septic replacement.  There are still significant issues with the “on-line” production of the document.  Cathy and others are trying to work through these issues, despite the increased time now involved in issuing the document.
Tim will record a new message on the Land Use phone answering machine. He will suggest the use of email or give Roberta’s number for recording a message for people with Conservation issues.  Roberta’s message service converts messages to email, so she will be able to forward the message to the rest of the Commissioners.

Motion was made and seconded to purchase the ESRI Maintenance plan for a year (4/30/2010 – 4/30/2011) for $400.00.  Commission members voted unanimously in favor of the motion. Discussion centered on what other expenses were anticipated and the fact that with the maintenance agreement, the Commission would receive the significant upgrade due this year. Cathy will send the invoice Nancy.

Final draft of a Snow Mobile Agreement for the Watatic Reservation was issued to the Watatic partners from the subcommittee.  Cathy will email Kathryn Garcia looking for the Appendix A – the source, so that she can make the changes on it that reflect the changes that were made to avoid two to three crossings versus one.

There have been several reports of clearing occurring on the property at the intersection of Ingerson and Nash Roads.   Maps show Dennis McRae to be the owner.  The Commission and abutters have contacted the Building Inspector, asking that he find out what work is being conducted and whether correct permits have been issued.  Maps don’t show any wetlands in the area, although Roberta and Cathy know the area and remember wet areas.  Without evidence of wetlands being disturbed/destroyed, the issues is out of the Commission’s jurisdiction.  No new information or action from the Building Inspector has been received despite his statement of intention to make a site visit.  Excavation is continuing.

Valley Road Culverts. Commission conducted a site visit to review the situation and consider what could be done. Would like to have site visit with Ed Torcolletti from the State Park to think about ways to stabilize the water on the road.  Would also like to ensure that he knows that the Park owns the road, since it was abandoned by the town many years ago during an Annual Town Meeting.

Cathy and Tim attended The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission’s May 25th FREE INFORMATIONAL SESSION on the NEW CHANGES TO THE OPEN MEETING LAW – effective July 1st 2010. The session was led by a lawyer, and both members thought that the session at MACC was more thorough.  New thoughts are: Saturday and Sunday are both excluded from the 48 hour notice required for publishing of minutes prior to a meeting;  meetings without a quorum are informational sessions only, no decisions can be made;  telecommunications can be used during the meeting to included someone with vital information unable to attend the meeting in person, although they would not be able to vote unless physically present at the meeting;  a document can be simply be referenced in the minutes if included in previous minutes, rather than attached the documents repeatedly to subsequent minutes; and only the official minutes need to include the attachments, other copies of the minutes only need a listing of the attachments.
New Business: 

Determination for RDA received from Dana Fugelso Brookline, MA for property 844 South Road.  Concerns: limit to the issues that have been discussed. Can replace the shed if no ground will be broken.  Roberta will call applicant and discuss the issues and advertising requirements.  Will issue on 6/16 

Tim will not be at the June 16th meeting.
Hearings: None


Hearings Scheduled: 

6-16-10, 8:00 PM NOI for septic replacement at 126 Jones Hill Road, received from Ducharme and Dillis. Fred Alden IV, owner.

Site Visits: 

5-21-10, Doug Cudmore (308 Erickson Rd).  A replacement system design sign-off. Tim signed plans since there were no wetlands within 100 ft.. Cathy and Tim

5-27-10, 7:30 AM, Valley Road and vernal pool and culverts. Roberta, Cathy, and Tim

Site Visits Scheduled: 

Monday, 6/7/10 @ 7:30 -Jones Hill Road septic replacement from Dillis and Ducharme for Alden property.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman


