Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 5, 2010

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of April 21, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: $5.71 postage for mailing OOC to Dermco.  $10.40 cash left in petty cash. $432 left in the account.

Correspondence
The Commission was sent a copy of a “Notice of Enforcement Conference” from DEP (Phil Nadeau) which was addressed and sent to Elwin (Butch) Shepherd regarding the Enforcement Order for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road.  The conference is scheduled for May 12, 2010 @ 9:30am in Worcester.  Tim will check whether any Commission members might attend.

Old Business 

The ZBA held a hearing for 864 South Road on 5-4-10.  Roberta and Cathy attended the hearing.  Neal Gorman, current engineer on the project, presented the project in a very positive light. Abutters were not so positive about all that has taken place and been planned for the property.  The hearing was a request for a special permit to construct a home on the result of joining two non-conforming lots.  Neal stated that according to Mass. Law (no reference given) if two non-conforming, abutting properties are held by the same owner, they become one.  The ZBA is able to consider only whether the newly constructed house would affect the neighborhood, traffic patterns, parking or the like, since the applicant is requesting a special permit.  The building inspector would be the one responsible for determining whether the applicant retained the “right” to build on the existing footprint of the house, despite the fact that the house is no longer in existence and despite the fact that the house has been unoccupied (abandoned) since 2003 – at the very least.  The ZBA will reconvene on May 18th after site visit and talking to Building Inspector.

Chair wrote a letter of support for the Open Space Plan that will be submitted with the Open Space Plan to the State.

Discussion of DEP’s e-filing program for creating Orders of Condition.  The system is still very new and there are formatting and parsing problems for separating the conditions. It is unfortunate that the system also converts all of the conditions selected and enter into upper case.  In addition, we have been unable to succeed in having the DEP numbers print.  There are lots of work-arounds to get the work done, but hopefully the system will improve rapidly.

Order of Conditions was e-filed, issued on 4/27/10 and delivered for DEP#93-313 - Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby -  the Ducharme & Dillis project for Dermco’s proposed two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing.

Order of Conditions was e-filed and issued tonight, 5/5/10 , for DEP#93-314 - 126 Turnpike Road  -  the Ducharme & Dillis project for Martin’s proposed for single family house with drive, well & septic.

All members of Commission attended the Annual Town Meeting – if they hadn’t and brought family members there would not have been a quorum.

Discussion of Meeting with Watatic partners on 4/28/10.  Viewed pictures and discussed apparent “new trail cutting” on the ski slope side of  Watatic.  Also discussed the damage caused by general overuse as well as the ice storm and ATVs.  Roberta will be writing up the agreement for snow mobilers as well as sending pictures to the partners of the new trail being cut.

Forest Legacy – Cathy is working on the boundaries for an upcoming Track with the owner in preparation for completion of the application.  There is a dug well that needs to be within the building envelope.

Realtor’s inquiry about Greenville Road – Jim Huber, owner.  Tim didn’t know what the disposition of the property was.  We looked through minutes and found that the house had been located outside of wetland buffers.

New Business: 

Camping at Map 8 Parcel 21 - Frank Gooley, Whitney Rd – Roberta and Cathy conducted a short site visit – from the road – and found a pond and the area of the camp site.  The pond is near road and the area near the pond is quite open.  This situation, and the distance of over 200 ft from the camp site to the pond,  makes the likelihood of problems minimal.

Angel May Lehtonen, Northland Engineers, came to see if she could get a copy of the revised plan for the Conways on Mayo Rd.   We will give her an answer about the charge for the copy  - which would require copying at Staples.

Earth day – Cathy removed siltation fences from around the pond behind the Library.  There are still some more areas that need barriers removed.  Tim picked up the siltation fencing material to dispose of appropriately.  It appeared that the snakes and frogs were not being hampered by the remaining materials, but Cathy will return to remove the rest at a later date.

Piper Rd. John Pankowsi and Mary Damon – vernal pool at the boundary of the two properties.  Cathy talked with John at town meeting to gained permission to certify the pool.  Cathy went on 5/2/10 and collected specimens and pictures.  The eggs were nearly hatched, so she may have to go back to get pictures of the tadpoles.

Hearings: 

8:00 DEP#93-316 – NOI Hearing continuation from 4-21-10.  Septic system replacement for eight bedroom home (3 apts.) at 584 Main Street. Mike Bussell owner, Neal Anderson Wetland Scientist
 Motion to continue hearing to May 19 @ 8:00pm voted unanimously in favor at 8:53pm.  Site visit scheduled for 5/7/10 @ 7:30am to view proposed changes to pond and stream. 

Hearings Scheduled: 

93-316 continued to 5/1/9/10 @ 8:00pm

Site Visits: 

5-1-2010 Whitney Rd,  Map 8 Parcel 21, Cathy and Roberta.  

 Site Visits Scheduled:  

Friday, 5/7/10 @ 7:30am – 584  Main St. to view the proposed changes to stream and pond as well as existing terrain.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:55pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

