Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 19, 2010

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of May 5, 2010 were reviewed and accepted with a change indicating that Tim had emailed minutes to a realtor about the status of the Hubert property.

Treasurer’s Report: nothing to report

Correspondence: 

NRWA program on Conservation Restrictions will be held on Wed, June 2, 2010 @ 6:00-8:00 PM which is the same time as our next meeting.

RDA received from Dana Fugelso, owner, for property 844 South Road. The project will define the drive with a wooden border and create additional wooden border(s) for garden bed(s) on the south side of the existing house (currently lawn).  Members will visit the site individually during the 2 weeks between meetings.  Potentially, the Determination of Applicability will limit the use of heavy equipment and allow the replacement of shed, provided there is no breaking of ground.  Roberta will call them to tell them when the determination will be issued and check to make sure the advertising is placed correctly.
Announcement from TURI (Toxic Use Reduction Institute) for grant program 
proposal requests for 2010-11

ESRI News about the upgrade.  Cathy will continue testing to determine if the new version has enough features to warrant the money for the maintenance fee.
From DEP notice of LAND and PARC Grant Program grant applications. Also includes Conservation Appraisals for Small Communities grants.  Some of this was confusing, because it required a signed contract before being accepted for funding of appraisals.  Funding was limited to a max of $5,000 as well as a limit to 80% funding.  Members will think about whether there are potential uses for this grant.

MRPC – An Open Meeting Law presentation will be held at their location in Leominster on Tuesday, May 25th @ 7:00.  Several members will attend.

Nashua River Watershed Regional Meeting for Conservation Commissions will meet on June 3rd.   Cathy will attend as alternate since Tim will be unavailable.

Old Business 

Gary Dulmaine, DEP, informed Tim of the meeting with Mr. Shepherd and his consultant from Ross Associates, Neal Gorman, about the enforcement order on his Jewett Hill Road property. He felt that Mr. Shepherd now understood the issue and would be developing a plan for restoration.  It was unclear whether there was a deadline set for delivery of the plan.  DEP will be fining Mr. Shepherd for his actions.  Tim updated the “wave” on this issue.


864 South Road has received a special permit form the ZBA.  The project will eventually come back before the Conservation Commission.   Since there is already a hearing in continuance on this property, BOH should be next in the permitting process.

Forest Legacy – Cathy received an email from Al Futterman, NRWA, requesting the status of landowner letter and title insurance for a property that we thought had been removed from consideration for Forest Legacy purchase.  Property still hasn’t cleared Probate.  Since she didn’t know that the property was again under consideration, she didn’t know about the status of paperwork.  She wondered who would be paying for title insurance or for a title search. She also remarked that there would be no need for a the monitoring letter to accompany the application, since this would be a Simple Fee purchase, not a CR purchase.

Camping at Map 8 Parcel 21 - Frank Gooley, Whitney Rd.  Received a “plot plan” showing the location of the pond and the camping site.  This agreed with what Cathy and Roberta saw at the site and confirms that the camp site is more than 100 feet from the pond. As a result, this is out of our jurisdiction.

The status of the Valley Road culverts and vernal pools is that everything has dried up now, including the vernal pool.  This eliminated the possibility of a successful hatch from the salamander egg masses that were in the pool.  The pool probably had its bottom dredged last year during the attempt by Willard Brook State Park workers to resolve the drainage issues.  This may have removed an impermeable layer on the bottom and/or sides that kept the water in the pool.   Scheduled a site visit for Wed, May 26th @ 7:30 to ponder the condition of the culverts and pools and see if there are any solutions.
New Business:  

Status of land use phone box – people are really using this.  Tim will put a message on the phone directing people to call Roberta’s phone if they have a Conservation issue.  Roberta’s phone converts messages to emails.  She will forward them to Commission members when received.

An abutter came in to find out what the noise and activity was at the property at the intersection of Ingerson and Nash Rds – Dennis McRae.  Cathy is also an abutter to the property.  No one has talked with owner to determine what the activity is.  Appears to be out of our jurisdiction.

Tim will not be at the June 16th meeting.
Hearings: 

8:00pm.  Continuation of hearing for NOI, DEP # 93-316. This concerns a septic system replacement for eight bedroom home (3 apts.) at 584 Main Street. Mike Bussell, David Rainville and David Lammi are the co-owners. Neal Anderson is their Wetland Scientist.
Hearing was closed at 8:33pm.  Cathy will be writing the Order of Conditions. 

Hearings Scheduled: None.

Site Visits: 

5-7-10 7:30 AM, 584 Main Street. Septic replacement for eight bedroom home (3 apts.). Cathy, Roberta, Tim and Neal Anderson.  View the proposed bed of the stream to be reconstructed if the pond were removed.
 Site Visits Scheduled: 

844 South Road.  Members will view the site at their own convenience before the next meeting on June 2, 2010.

5/26/10 @ 7:30am Valley Rd.  View the culverts and vernal pools to assess situation and brainstorm solutions.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:33

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

