Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of April 21, 2010

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson, Roberta Flashman and Tim Bauman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of April 7, 2010 were reviewed and accepted unanimously with one small change.

Treasurer’s Report: $537.50 received and deposited to the Wetlands account for filing for NOI fees.
Correspondence: 

Packet from Ducharme and Dillis containing the Water Quality Certification submittal for NOI DEP#93-314for 126 Turnpike Road.  Owner:  David Martin.
Water Quality application for DEP#93-314, 126 Turnpike Rd rec’d on 4/11/10

Revised plan for location of Replication for DEP#93-314, 126 Turnpike Rd, rec’d on 4/21/10 – this starts the clock ticking as it closes the hearing.
Email letter to Ed Torcoletti of  Willard Brook State Park (DCR) asking him to consider using the filter mitt controls from Damon Pond Parking Lot project to protect the vernal pools at intersection of 31 and 119 and Valley Rd.  Cement(wet at the time of the act, now hard) was found thrown down the embankment towards the pool.  Cathy was checking on whether breaking up cement is might be more harmful than helpful.
Old Business:
No further word from DEP regarding the Enforcement Order for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road, owner: Butch Shepherd.  Gary Dulmaine(DEP) did contact the Chair seeking a copy of the original Enforcement Order which was provided on 4-9-10.


Proper blankets have been installed at 864 South Road. Enforcement Order will not be removed until there is a valid OOC – but they have done a good job of stabilizing the site.  Chair will send a statement to that effect to owner and Neil Gorman, engineer from Ross Assoc.
The Packard's property Form 8283. Signed by Chair 4-12-10.

Alan Pease requested a letter of comment/support on the Open Space Plan from the Commission.  Chair will write.
DEP#93-313 - OOC- Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby, Ducharme & Dillis: engineers, owner: Dermco. Application was for construction of two single family homes on a common drive with a wetland crossing.   Signed signature page but won’t be issuing until 4/28/10.

DEP#93-314 - OOC- 126 Turnpike Road, Ducharme & Dillis: engineers, owner:  David Martin. Application was for construction of a single family home with drive, well & septic, drive within buffer zone and resource area. Received final plans on 4/21/10.  Hearing closed on 4/21/10.  Will probably issue during 5/5/10 meeting.
DEP#93-315 - OOC - New Ipswich Road, Ross Assoc: engineers, owner: Bruce Adams Construction. Demolition and restoration of single family home on reduced building footprint.  Completed online form during tonight's meeting and issued the Order of Conditions.  Will hand deliver OOC via box at Town Hall for Bruce.

Negative Determination of Applicability issued tonight for Rainville, Map 9 Parcel 5, 895 Main St.  Work described not within area subject to protection. The "stream" that appears to drain under Main St at the Post Office is not protectable under the Wetlands Protection Act, as it does not connect a wetland to another wetland.  The wetland at the back of the property flows in the opposite direction and is not connected to this stream.  Neal appeared and told us he would be flagging the rest of the wetland for further work on the project.

Negative Determination hand delivered by Tim on 4-8-10 for Willard Brook State Park project to replace guard rails at the Damon Pond Parking lot. 

Tim spoke with Heidi Messig, Camp Middlesex, regarding work in the parking area at Camp Middlesex that is within the 100 ft buffer to Willard Brook.  She assured Tim that no further work would take place without notifying us and that the grounds-keeper had done more than expected.  There were unprotected piles of stone and gravel left in the parking lot, close to the stream.
New Business:   

Boundary markers are needed for Forest Legacy properties. Roberta will order 500 with a max of $250.00  

ESRI - Cathy will install on the Commission's laptop.
Valley Rd was discontinued in June 1993 – Article 38. State doesn’t need to mark both sides of the road with their boundary markers.

Mt Watatic vernal pool certification has been completed and submitted to the State by Cathy.
Erickson Rd Vernal pool certification: the maps have been completed and application ready to submit. Cathy has done this work.
New shape files are available from FEMA.  These are for the ArcView software.
Hearings: 

8:00pm  DEP#93-316.  NOI for septic system replacement for eight bedroom home (3 apts.) at 584 Main Street. Owner: Mike Bussell. Wetland Scientist:  Neal Anderson.  At 8:35pm the hearing was continued to May 5 @8:00pm.  Revised plans will be submitted at that time with mitigation for proximity of the system to the stream.
Hearings Scheduled: 

5/5/10 8:00pm  Continuation of NOI hearing for DEP#93-316, 584 Main Street.
Site Visits: 

Wed 4/14/10 @ 7:30am Stan Dillis - Turnpike Rd - Martin Property.  Viewed the new location of house. Discussed best options for mitigation for loss of bank on pond.  Creation of new bank or BVW near bank or near wetland appeared to offer greater possibility of damage than good.  Asked to plant 5 red maples near wetland area - in area that had been logged - to provide more shade.  Trees to be of at least 2" in diameter - or 10 ft tall. Will also plant a line of blueberry and mountain laurel along the side of the proposed driveway at the point of closest proximity to the wetland to "protect" the wetland from inadvertent intrusions by the owner.

Saturday 4-17-10, NOI for septic replacement at Main Street for eight bedroom home. Mike Bussell owner, Neal Anderson Wetland Scientist.  Cathy and Tim with Mike Bussell

Tuesday, 4/20/10 – Roberta – Main St – viewed the property.

Wednesday, 4-21-10, Valley Road, Former Cote property. Extension issued previously. Driveway construction. Cathy, Roberta and Tim - Carrs Mill Rd – (Wilder Rd) met with Devin Crowe, new owner.  Discussed history and potential problems with construction of the driveway.  Noted that his OOC covered the lower lot only, since the upper lot was out of the buffer zone.  Doesn't have the plans for lower lot.  Should request the OOC from Cote's - required in OOC to be passed to new owners.  Suggested avoiding stream crossing by using Cote's original plans for driveway next to Hall's property.
Site Visits Needed: none
Meeting adjourned at 9:53pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

