Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of March 17, 2010

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Roberta Flashman, Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson and Bob Leary in attendance

Minutes of the meeting of March 3, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Receipt from Tim for mailing was reimbursed from petty cash  $5.54

Correspondence: none of consequence.

Old Business
The chair called Gary Dulmaine of DEP to follow up on his promise of a site visit to the Jewett Hill Rd property of Butch Shepherd in response to the Commission’s request for assistance with Mr. Shepherd’s continued lack of acknowledgement of the Commission’s Enforcement Order issued for work within a resource area without permits.  Mr. Dulmaine told Tim that he had already conducted a site visit and is in the process of writing an enforcement order from DEP.  Tim drove by the property in the last week and noticed some evidence of continued activity on the property; movement of vehicles and cutting of downed trees.  The Commission discussed the merits of sending a letter to remind the owner of the existing Enforcement Order on the property.  Tim will write the letter and mail it both regular mail and certified mail, to ensure that it is delivered even if Mr. Shepherd refuses to accept the certified mail, as was the case with the last mailing.

Tim will check with Neil Gorman about condition of the site at 864 South Road.  Since last weekend’s rain and the current mild weather, the snow cover is probably gone or thin enough to allow the replacement of the improper materials used to stabilize the lot.

Roberta amended the Commission’s copy of the Order of Conditions for Mayo Road, lot #2, DEP#93-309.  The Commission had received a request from Robert Frye, the contractor, and a design by Northland Engineers that showed a new location for the house.  Commission members have driven by the property and noted that the house has been constructed well beyond the foundation.  The Commission  has not received an amended NOI.  Roberta felt that the amendment to the current OOC, crossing out condition #40, would accomplish the objective: ensuring that the condition was no longer a requirement for a Certificate of Compliance upon completion of the project.  Roberta will write a letter informing the owners, the contractor and the engineer of the alteration of Commission’s copy.

Despite Cathy’s efforts and inquiries, there has been no further information about the removal of the land on 126 Turnpike Road from Chapter 61.  The Commission remains uncertain about whether full 10 acres has been removed.  Note to require some assurance of the legality to build on the property when the hearing is continued.

The Forest Management plan on the Damon property was submitted to the Forest Legacy program by Richard Valcourt, forester.  This was done without asking the Commission for suggestions for changes.  Several Commissioners had wanted to request changes in wording and correction of spelling/grammar, but were under the impression that the copy we were given was still under development.  The plan was also submitted under Mary Damon’s name rather than the Town’s name.  Rather than threaten to impede the grant process, the Commissioners will make the changes after the Grant has been completed and resubmit the plan at that point.  Someone should contact Chuck Pernaa to inform him and perhaps ensure that Mr. Valcourt will be available to sign the amended plan.

Town counsel has read the deed restriction for the Forest Legacy Grant to be placed on the Damon property and made some comments about the need for some definitions of terms used. Otherwise it is deemed acceptable.
New Business: 

Mark Archambault, the Smart Growth Circuit Rider at the NRWA appeared before the Commission to present information about a new project being funded by grant from ENVIRON.  NRWA will be convening a working forum of area Conservation Commissions from towns in the Squannacook-Nissitissit watershed.  The aim is to promote interstate and inter-municipal cooperation in protecting waster resources of the Squannacook-Nissitissit watershed.  He requested that the Commission send a representative to the meetings, which would occur every other month.  He has already met with Brookline, Hollis and Townsend, all of whom will be sending representatives.  He will not be inviting representation from Fitchburg, New Ipswich or Wilton.  Tim will be the Commission’s representative.
Bruce and Justin Adams appear to request that a further site visit be made to the Whitney Rd project DEP#93-261 for ascertaining that the requirements for a Certificate of Compliance have now been met.  They have now removed the remaining siltation fencing seen at a prior site visit.  They also brought an “as built” plan to accompany their request.  The plan shows a stonewall along the front of the property which has been reconstructed and a new drive opening through it.  Mr. Adams has an agreement for the sale of the house and would like to have the Certificate of Compliance in time to have the Order of Conditions removed from the deed before the sale closes.  The Commission will try to get the COC ready for April 7th meeting. A site visit needs to be conducted to verify that the boulders are in place and working to stabilize the slope instead of plantings and that the siltation fencing has been removed.  Tim may try to stop by briefly during the coming week.

Bruce and Justin Adams also discussed plans for the property at 149 New Ipswich Rd.   They intend to file a Notice of Intent for their proposed work and will try to file by next week.  The plan calls for  demolishing the house and building a new house on a smaller footprint.   Site visit set for Tuesday, March 23, 2010 @ 7:30am.  

Michael Donnelly appeared before the Commission to talk about his property on the Deer Bay Rd.  There are erosion issues on the property stemming mainly from runoff from the road.  He is investigating the possibility of renovating the property.  He wanted to understand what the regulations are in town and how the Boards work with one another.  He still needs to go to the BOH. His main problem is finding a suitable location for a septic system.  He was not sure that the engineering plan he received was to his liking and was trying to figure out if there might be a better alternative. The Commission told him that the property was mostly in the wetland buffer zone and so he would most likely have to file a Notice of Intent regardless of where he placed the system.  The system’s placement was more dependant upon soils, ground water levels and the BOH regulations than the Wetlands Protection Act.

Roberta has completed the on-line training on ethics reform. This makes the ConsComm 100% compliant.

Hearings: none.
Hearings Scheduled: 

4-7-10 8:00pm  Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road  -  Dermco. Continued hearing for Notice of Intent from Ducharme & Dillis for construction of two single family homes on a common drive with a wetland crossing.

4-7-10
8:30pm 126 Turnpike Road - David Martin. Continued hearing for Notice of Intent from Ducharme & Dillis for construction of a single family home with driveway, well & septic within the buffer zone. (See discussion above about Chapt. 61 status of the property.)

Site Visits: none
Site Visits Scheduled: 

Mon March 22 @ 7:30am 895 Main St.  Rainville   Map 9,  Parcel 5,  Determination/delineation of wetland.

Tue. March 23 @ 7:30am 149 New Ipswich Rd  Adams  Review of property in advance of NOI.

Sat. March 27 @8:00 126 Turnpike Road David Martin   NOI for construction of a single family home with drive, septic and well in buffer zone. 

Sat. March 27 @8:30- Mason Road, Dermco, Inc.  NOI for Construction of two single family homes on a common drive with a wetland crossing

Silt fence viewing by Tim - 433 Wheeler Road after a request for a Certificate of Compliance for septic installation from Places Site Consultants (Denis McLaughlin) for Hay family.

Silt fence viewing by Tim - Whitney Rd project DEP#93-261

Site Visits Needed: 

60 Erickson Road to certify any Vernal Pool(s) on the Crandall property. – waiting for some warmth.

Jewett Hill Road and the cutting on Lot 28.5, Map #2 – still waiting for DEP action.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:06

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

