Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of February 3, 2010

Meeting opened at 7:32pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson, Bob Leary and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes from the meeting of January 20, 2010 were accepted with slight spelling and grammar changes unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: $285 for MACC conference.  

Correspondence: 

MRPC sent a copy of the Trail Inventory Report.  All the private trails are on the maps, including the trails that were supposed to be eliminated around the Reservoir.  There are no disclaimers on the maps preventing distribution or public display.  The public map is missing.  Didn’t give the electronics so that could remove the private trails for publication.  All the work done to identify which trails were private was ignored.  Cathy will create a wave so that we can craft a response to the Report.

Neil Gorman contacted the Commission about 864 South Road and stabilization of the site.  Have taken the snow off the site and moved the barriers so that they contain the snow.  They will pump the septic system if required.  Tim conducted a site visit and saw the mats spread out.  2/3 of the mats have the nylon rather than jute composition.  Tim will communicate our displeasure with the non-biodegradable materials.

Mr. Rainville and Mr. Neal Anderson contacted the Commission to find out when we might be conducting a site visit on Map 9 Parcel 5  - 895 Main St.  Tim will contact Neal when the weather and ground conditions are favorable for a site visit.

Communication with Joan Crandall about her request for Extension of OOC resulted in a promise that a letter allowing the Commission access to the site was written and mail.  The Commission will issue the extension when the letter is received.   No letter has been received yet.  

MACC Newsletter was received, reminding everyone of the MACC Annual Conference, February 27, 2010,  at Holy Cross College in Worcester
ESRI annual record review – ensures that Cathy is still the contact.

Mass Wildlife newsletter was received. Next Saturday is the Mass F&W eagle viewing in Newburyport.

Notification that new wetlands forms are available on line was received via email from MaryAnn DiPinto, DEP.  Notary section on the form has been removed.

Via email: The bill regulating illegal and destructive off-highway vehicle (OHV) activity passed in the Senate this week!  Now renumbered as Senate Bill 2251 (formerly S.2206), An Act to Regulate the Use of Off-Highway Vehicles, (view it at: <http://www.mass.gov/legis/bills/senate/186/st02/st02251.htm> )
Stan Dillis asked to postpone the Dermco/Mason Road project hearing until 3-3-10.   

Notice of 20th Mass Land Conservation Conf. Saturday, to be held on March 27, 2010.

Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Watershed Coalition at the Doyle Conservation Center in Leominster, from 5 – 8:30 pm on February 11.
Old Business: 

New materials received from Stan Dillis, of Ducharme & Dillis, in support of the NOI, DEP # 93-313, for Dermco’s project for two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing on Mason Rd, Map 4, parcel 7.  Roberta will email Stan our concerns about the flyer.

The Commission has made a request for assistance from DEP with Enforcement Order issued against Mr. (Butch) Shepherd for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road.

Open Space Plan and presentation to the BOS during the meeting of February 3rd, 2010

New Business: 

Dave Pillsbury appeared before the Commission tonight to request that he again be allowed to tap the trees at Blood Hill.  He has pruned the trees and trails and stacked the wood. He donated syrup to the Ashby Grange and Boy Scouts last year.  Would like to do another open house.  Last year had 76 people attend the Open House last year.  Motion made to allow Mr. Pillsbury to tap the trees at Blood Hill for the 2010 season under same conditions as last year. Commissioners voted in favor of the motion unanimously.

A draft of the Community Development Strategy has been posted online at the Ashby Town site.  Several Commissioners have reviewed the draft and made comments.

A presentation by Mark Archambault, the Smart Growth Circuit Rider at the NRWA has been postponed until 3-17-10 @ 8:30 PM. 

Cathy attended the Fitchburg Water Supply Land Management Plan meeting 1/21 and gave an update on the trail mapping.  The trails around the reservoir “no access” areas are listed as formal trails.  Brandon Kibbe from F&W was also dismayed at the display of the “no access” trails. Perhaps the most expeditious action would be to write a letter to make a disclaimer on the Ashby trails which, although they do not appear on the Ashby maps, do appear on the Fitchburg maps.

Forest Legacy update - SMP1 tract #2.  Cathy reviewed the Commission goals for the Forestry Plan with the Forester selected by the current owner who would be writing the plan.  Landowner will hold the closing.  An estimate for the deed review has been requested from Town Counsel.  The Land Trust is covering the Title Search cost.  The bounds of the property have been flagged.

The Commission received notice of the Citizen Planner Trainer Collaborative annual meeting - March 20th in Worcester.  Motion made to pay for participants to attend the meeting/training.  $50/person.  Voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

Denis McLaughlin, PE from Places Site Consultants, Inc., dropped off a request for a certificate of compliance for 433 Wheeler Rd.  Mr. McLaughlin saw the system before backfilled.  DenisMcLaughlin@verison.net - We will conduct the site visit when the weather and snow cover allows and let him know.

Roberta will not be at the next meeting – 2/27. Bob will miss the meeting of 3/3

Motion made to investigate the cost for signs for Protected lands that the Commission holds the CR.  The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Hearings: 

Continued from 1-20-10, 8:00 PM, NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco’s project for construction of two single family homes on a common drive with a wetland crossing on Mason Rd, Map 4, parcel 7.  At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been postponed until 3-3-10 @ 8:00 PM. The applicant will re-advertise for the new date.

Hearings Scheduled: 
3-3-10 @ 8:00pm  - NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco’s project for construction of two single family homes on a common drive with a wetland crossing on Mason Rd, Map 4, parcel 7.

Site Visits: none
Site Visits Needed: 

Jewett Hill Road , cutting on Lot 28.5, Map #2, 

Rainville, Map 9 Parcel 5 895 Main St.  Had been postponed due to snow cover 

Mason Road, Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco
Meeting was adjourned at  9:50 pm

Respectfully submitted.

Roberta Flashman

