Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of January 6, 2010

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Tim Bauman, Roberta Flashman, Cathy Kristofferson and Bob Leary in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of December 16, 2009 were reviewed and accepted as written.
Treasurer’s Report: $32.76 for postage and printing for updates to Forest Legacy monitoring report. Tim’s receipt for postage for certified mail was reimbursed from petty cash.
Correspondence: 

Call from Neil Gorman (Ross Associates) regarding status of 864 South Road. Wondered about the status of the project.  Chair provided log of Enforcement Order actions and related site visits and notes from ZBA and BOH meetings.

NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby - DEP # 93-313. Project is for the construction of two single family homes sharing a common drive with a proposed wetland crossing. Chair spoke with Stan Dillis and will arrange a site visit when the snow cover allows.  Reschedule the hearing to the 1-20-10 meeting. DEP commented on the NOI requesting that the applicant supply more detailed information about 1)the impact of construction of a crossing on BVW and Banks and 2)mitigation for unavoidable wetland resource area impacts or alterations.

Email request from Mark Archambault, the Smart Growth Circuit Rider at the NRWA for space on the Feb 3rd agenda.  He is now working under a grant similar to previous grant (new Open Space Residential Design Bylaw), and is scheduling meetings with all of the Conservation Commissions within the Squannacook-Nissitissit sub-basin of the greater Nashua River watershed to discuss his work. The chair will extend an invitation.

Email from MassGIS, the December 2009 issue of the “GISette” Newsletter.

Letter from Sunny Meadow Homes (Joan Crandall) requesting clarification regarding the one-year extension on the Order of Conditions for #93-258 for 60 Erickson Road. It does appear that we mistook the lot for 256 – the one with the vernal pool.  258 was recorded on the deed. But, the extension was never recorded.  No evidence that there has been an easement placed on the property or that the vernal pool has been certified.  Roberta will rewrite the letter and request a letter allowing the Commission to enter the property and certify the vernal pool.

From NRWA: An announcement of a January 30, 2010 (Sat.) Workshop on “Preserving Land and Water for Future Generations…………” Also a save-the-date reminder for the 2010 Auction scheduled for March 27, 2010.

Old Business:
 

Reminder: MassDEP’s upcoming seminar entitled “Renewables at Closed Landfills”, to be held Tuesday, January 19th in Holyoke, MA.

John Enright working for Lynda Laakso / 864 South Road. No further work to be done pending continuance of hearing with Ashby ConCom. Ashby ZBA hearing for 864 South Road was held on Jan 5,2010. Mr. Enright responded to our copy of the enforcement log with a request that we re-word our statement implying that he would be withdrawing the application to ZBA. Mr. Enright appeared before the BOH at their 12-28-09 meeting.  BOH has determined that the plans to join the two lots and relocate the house and septic would be “new construction.  ZBA met on 1/5/10 and received a request for and granted the withdrawal of the variance application.  Machinery has been removed from the lot.

Chair sent a second letter regarding the Enforcement Order issued by the Commission for clear-cutting in a wetland area on Jewett Hill Road was sent to owner, Mr. Shepherd. Letter stated that failure to respond to our request would result in a call for assistance in enforcement from DEP. 
In a follow up to questions about notarization, the Commission discovered that the Registry no longer requires notarization of documents being recorded on deeds.  Motion was made to stop notarizing the OOC and Extension documents until and unless it is legally challenged.  Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Hearing from 11-18-09, Graz Engineering for Nourse and Allen Roads. Lot #3 Wetland Crossing and Construction within the buffer zone is still in Continuance – awaiting the receipt of changes to plan.

New Business: 

ESRI software maintenance quote. Cathy is still reviewing the beta software.  Not sure if there is value in continuing to get upgrades, although the MASSGIS person told Cathy that this new version would be very good.  Motion made to wait until June, if that date is acceptable to ESRI, to assess budget constraints before paying for the maintenance contract.

MACC Annual Conference is scheduled for February 27, 2010 at Holy Cross.  Bob is not sure if he will be able to attend.  Members should bring their workshop choices to the next meeting so we can make  a group reservation.

Roberta will miss the 2nd meeting in Feb.

Discussion of Google Wave as a vehicle for Enforcement Order logs. Wave is a web based application for creating Collaborative documents.  Cathy demonstrated.  Tim will try again to register so that he can see and use the application.  Roberta will send Bob and Janet an invitation so that they can also use the software.  In place of the site visit, Roberta and Cathy will give Tim and Bob a tutorial.

Bruce Adams appeared to inform the Commission of his intent to proceed with reconstruction of the old Stanwood property on New Ipswich Rd.  He plans to reduce the footprint of the house, but will first raze the house completely.  The septic system was put in less than 10 years ago and not used much.  The well is also good: was tested when the septic system was designed and put in.  All work will be conducted from the street side of the property.  He understands that he has to submit at least a Request for Determination and probably a Notice of Intent before the start of the project.
Hearings: 

8:00 PM, NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco for two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing. Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby.  Opened the hearing and continue to Jan 20th, 2010

Hearings Scheduled: 

1-20-10, 8:00 PM, NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco for two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing. Map 4, 
parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby.

Site Visits: 

none
Site Visits Needed: 

Jewett Hill Road and the cutting on Lot 28.5, Map #2

Sat. Jan 9, 2010, 8am – 9am Rainville, Map 9 Parcel 5 895 Main St.  – Tim will contact Mr. Rainville and suggest a better weather date – supposed to be cold this weekend and the snow cover is 1 foot.

Meeting adjourned at 9:33pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

