Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of January 20, 2010

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson, Bob Leary and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

The minutes of the meeting of January 6, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  $262.50 was received in wetlans application fees. $12.81 receipts for postage.
Correspondence: 

The Chair receive a call from Linda Laakso, owner of the property at 864 South Road. She requested a meeting with the Commission. Tim also received a phone message mentioning that Jim Craven was back on the project.  Neil Gorman, Ross Associates, is here to straighten out the project.  Ross Associates has tried to impress upon her that she needs permits on the property, not contractors.  Ross Associates drew up a plot plan for the property 12/4/2006.  This was after their first contact with Ms Laakso in June 2006.  She went to Ross Assoc. to have a plot plan drawn up for the 2 lots, placing the house, septic system and well on them.   While waiting for the ZBA hearing, she fired Jim Craven because she didn’t think anything was happening.  Mr. Enright took over from there and started working on the property with bad results.  Ms Laakso wants Ross Assoc to take the project forward, but also wants to know what this will cost.  Ross Associates views the problem as staying compliant within Title V – which would consider the 1 bedroom house, even relocated on the lot – as a repair.  Ross Associates would like the lot and system to be more conforming to zoning and Title V regulations.  Ross Associates has found that when they design a system they need to prove that a tight tank won’t fit, so, they designed the leach field for the property. Need to address the stabilization of the property immediately.  An amended NOI would be in order.  They need to stake the two ends of the barrier, smooth the property and cover with a straw mat, stake and seed.  Cathy will call abutter to inform of work to be done in advance of the work.  Neil will email the commission with specs for when, where and what will be done.

Email request from Mark Archambault, the Smart Growth Circuit Rider at the NRWA. Now working under a new grant that involves similar topics from 
previous grant (new Open Space Residential Design bylaw), and scheduling meetings with all of the Conservation Commissions within the Squannacook-Nissitissit sub-basin of the greater Nashua River watershed. Would like to be on our Feb.3, ’10 agenda.
Email from Joan Crandall asking if she can appear at our meeting to discuss her property on 60 Ericson Road. (Sunny Meadow Homes) and the requested clarification regarding the one-year extension on the Order of Conditions for #93-258 for 60 Ericson Road. Roberta sent a response explaining the mix up of projects and requesting that she send permission for access to the property so that the Commission can certify the vernal pool.  She will send permission.
NRWA is running a Workshop on “Preserving Land and Water for Future Generations on January 30, 2010 (Sat.).  NRWA 2010 Auction is scheduled for March 27, 2010.

George Sullivan of Ross Assoc. contacted Tim Bauman about the Ashby Stock Farm (Charlie Parlee’s) project to clean out the fire pond.  The Fire Department concurs with the need for more depth in the pond to be useful for providing water for a fire.  Neil appear before the Commission, asked whether this needed an NOI.  Commission would require an NOI for this, as we have required this for other fire pond projects.  Questions that will need to be answered: from where will the dredging be done, where will dredged material be disposed of, how does this impact neighbors, will this require a draw down, etc
Mr. Rainville  and Neal Anderson both contacted the Commission to check on whether a site visit would happen soon on their project on Map 9 Parcel 5 895 Main St.  Still waiting for a time when there is less snow.

Received a copy of a letter of resignation from the Town’s Land Use Agent.  Andy Leonard appeared tonight to discuss the Open Space Plan and other projects in process. The Open Space 2nd draft is posted online and includes all comments.  Letter of review is needed from the Commission.  Andy will also add the quaking bog and northern fen.

Received an email notification from Jennifer Gensel, DEP Circuit Rider who has submitted her resignation to DEP effective as of 1-26-10.

Old Business:


Tim spoke with Stan Dillis regarding the NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco for a project including two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing. Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby. The  DEP notification of project number -  # 93-313 – included a comment that more detailed information needs to be included about the impact of the project on BVW and banks and mitigation for the disturbances. Stan Dillis revised the NOI to add more information.

Tim made a request for assistance from DEP with Enforcement Order issued by the Commission for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road (owner Shepherd). 
Discussion of Google Wave as a vehicle for Enforcement Order logs. All Commissioners are now signed-up.  Tim will update the log for Shepherd with his site visits and pictures.
ESRI software maintenance quote may be worth purchasing as there is a major release slated for the fall.  There is nothing to be lost by waiting to renew the maintenance contract.

Open Space Plan presentation to the BOS during the meeting of January 20, 2010.

MACC Annual Conference, February 27, 2010, in Worcester. Cathy, Roberta and Tim have selected the workshops they will attend and Cathy will request a check for all three’s attendance.  Bob is still unsure of whether he will be available to attend.
New Business: 

The online draft community Development Strategy.

Al Futterman of NRWA and Chuck Pernaa and Janet Morrison of North County Land Trust to discuss FL and MPP Phase I and II.  Trying to make use of monies left from a land that could not make deadlines.  They are working on purchasing the Damon property on Frost Rd.  The property will be town owned but paid for by Forest Legacy Program.  The purchase includes the responsibility for a Forest Stewardship Plan to be written and updated every 10 years.  A management plan for the property could be used in place of the Stewardship Plan.  How is the land protected? – Deed language stating that it is Forest Legacy Program and has to meet those requirements.  Chuck Pernaa suggested that Richard Valcourt could do the Forest Stewardship Plan – which has more information than a Forest Management Plans – at his request – in advance of reimbursement.  Mike Fleming from DCR has the boiler plate language for the Forest stewardship plan for CR’s as an example.  Motion made by R Flashman to have the Cons Comm take responsibility for management of a piece of land located on Frost Rd and consisting of 30 acres (Damon Property) (SMP Tract 2) in the name of the town of Ashby and purchased through the Forest Legacy Program.  2nd by Bob Leary. Motion voted unanimous in favor.  Chuck Pernaa will have the resource inventory done in advance of the Stewardship Plan and will contact the Commission for the our objectives for the plan.  He will contact Cathy.

OOC issued for Graz Engineering for Nourse and Allen Roads. Lot #3 Wetland Crossing and Construction within the buffer zone. DEP#93-312.

Letter for Paula Packard indicating that she sold the CR for a bargain: a gift acknowledgement.  She can use this on her taxes for a charitable contribution.

Tomorrow Fitchburg Water Supply Management Committee – review trail maps and removal of no trespassing signs.  Cathy will ask that new signs be placed on the 3 gates in Ashby.

Deed will have to be reviewed by legal counsel before accepting the Damon property.  How do we go about it.

MACC dues are rising – $140 to $150.  Usually pay at the first of the fiscal year.

Hearings: 

1-20-10, 8:00 PM, NOI from Ducharme & Dillis for Dermco for two single family house lots on a common drive with a wetland crossing. Map 4, parcel 7, Mason Road, Ashby. Hearing continued to 2/3/10 @ 8:00pm.

Hearings Scheduled:  none
Site Visits: none

Site Visits Needed: 

Jewett Hill Road and the cutting on Lot 28.5, Map #2

Sat. Jan 9, 2010, 8am – 9am Rainville, Map 9 Parcel 5 895 Main St. Postponed due to snow cover 

Mason Road

Meeting adjourned at 10:20pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

