Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of October 6, 2010

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson, Tim Bauman and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of September 15, 2010 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously, with a couple of spelling corrections.

Treasurer’s Report:  nothing to report

Correspondence: 
DEP sent the Commission a copy of the Administrative Consent Order.  The Order is the final resolution to the violations of the Wetlands Protection Act resulting from activities on property on Jewett Hill Road owned by Elwin and Janet Shepherd.  See further discussion below under Old Business.

Email from Heidi Messing asking questions about building a Pavilion at Camp Middlesex.  Tim also talked with her on the phone yesterday.  They are rethinking their plans as they measured their distance from the wetland resource.  There are several options that they are considering.  Their board meets on Oct 21, 2010.

There will be a free First Aid Class at the Library on October 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  Please call Mary Murtland at 386-5377 if you are interested in signing up for this class.  Space is limited to six available slots with preference to Town Employees, Officials or Volunteers.

The Ashburnham Conservation Trust is holding its annual fundraiser, a concert by the folk/rock group, Aztec Two-Step, at Oakmont Regional High School on Saturday evening, October 16.

Emily Norton sent a Thank You email for the Commission’s letter of support for her “Pulling Together” grant application.  She does not expect a response to the grant application until January.

DEP sent a copy of the Water Quality Certification for Lot #2 Turnpike Road, Map 5, Parcel 16.1, David Martin, owner.  Determined that there is reasonable assurance that the project, as described, will not negatively affect the wetlands or water quality.
Old Business: 

Forest Legacy up-date. Dropped off the signed and sealed acceptance letter.  Cathy spoke with Al Futterman because Mike Flemming, DCR, was worried that the Land Trust is doing all the work that will be reimbursed by due diligence.  Will be requiring a Memorandum of Understanding from Conservation Commission that allows the Land Trust to perform the Due Diligence work.  No templates available for such a document.  Cathy will talk with Mike Flemming about the language to be included in the Memorandum for Tract 8. The Forest Legacy Property on Frost Rd is scheduled for closing on October 14, 2010.  

Tim checked on the work being conducted under an Emergency Certification issued to Francis DePres for repair of a failed well pipe at 5 Old Northfield Road.  They had dug only 5 small holes and pulled a pipe under the road.  A narrow path went through the wetlands and has been completely covered and mulched.

The Commission’s ALB program at the Library was held on 9-30-10.  The presentation was well received and there were 18 people in attendance.  Townsend has asked if the presentation could be made there as well.  Tim and Cathy, the presenters, used slides from Amanda Meisner, Forest Pest Outreach and Service Coordinator, Mass Dept. of Agricultural Resources.  Jack Jackson and Chuck Pernaa, our Service Foresters, also provided terrific materials for the presentation.  Tim will send letters of appreciation to Amanda and Jennifer Forman-Orth, Mass Dept of Ag Resource, Outreach. who presented the “train the trainer” presentation that inspired their presentation.

Reminder:  Watatic Mgmt meeting will be held on 10/27/2010 at 7:00 pm. 

The public meeting of Ashby’s Sewer Feasibility Study 10/13/2010, 7:30 PM, during the Selectman’s meeting.

A person who was "Car camping" in a truck on Nutting Ledges was tracked down, thanks to pictures submitted to the Commission.  The pictures were forwarded to the Environmental Police by Ed Torcoletti of Willard Brook State Park and  resulted in a $150 fine.
BOH and concerns regarding 242 Deer Bay Rd and issues of septic leaking.  Rick called and cannot get on the property without a court order.  Perhaps we can find something from the water side.

DEP’s Consent Order and Notice of Noncompliance with MGL Ch 131 P. 40, #10 CMR 10.00. Discussion of details of the Administrative Consent Order issued on 9/9/10 to E. and J. Shepherd III for Jewett Hill Road violations.  The Order from DEP was issued as a result of the Shepherd’s failure to respond to the Commission in their requests for information and compliance. Within 21 days of the order, the Shepherds must implement a restoration plan. This restoration must be completed by Oct 30, 2010 – all plantings must be completed by that date.  An evaluation report by Wetland Scientist is due by July 31, 2011, verifying the success of the plantings.  A $5,000 civil administrative penalty for the violation was levied.  This is due to be paid in full within 120 days.  Failure to meet any of the stipulations will result in additional monetary penalties of up to $1000/day.

From the Selectmen’s meeting of 9-29-10, “Request for Selectmen’s Vote and Signatures on Commitment Letter to meet Green Community Status Requirements.”  If they had signed, they would receive 100 hours, free, from the State for evaluating the Town status.  And if complied with 5 criteria, the Town would be eligible to apply for grant money for further green projects.  No vote taken.
New Business: 

Wind turbines will be erected on Blood Hill on the abutting Ashburnham Ojanen property.

Call for the Blood Hill Management Committee to join us tonight (Oct 6th, at 7:30pm – to discuss possible options for an 80% grant program for trail work. No Committee members aside from Roberta appeared.  Nov 1st is the deadline.  Roberta will take a crack at writing it.

Members of the Blood Hill Management Committee were Cedwyn, Ollie Mutch, Roberta, Ken Brown, Tom Mikes, Alan Pease.  Need to call a meeting to reconvene the Committee.   Town Clerk would know – agenda item – Tim will talk with Lorraine.  

The Commission issued Emergency Certificates for Ashby Highway Department for Mayo Road and Ashby Elementary School Parking Lot. a hole caused by broken culvert on Mayo Rd

Tim opened discussions with Bill Seymour regarding fire ponds and stand pipes.  He had already started work on Piper Rd standpipe near Dick Catalini without permits.

Lands requiring monitoring ; Packard property.  Lyman property. Frost Rd property – need a baseline. Chuck Pernaa has offered to show us the bounds.  Should also monitor the Blood Hill property. 

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled:
 None

Site Visits: 

Sunday, 9-19-10.  873 Main Street.  Collection of information  for a wetland delineation. This was a follow-up to a visit with Neal Anderson and Mr. Rainville on 9/15/10.  Questions for the upcoming hearing. 

1) Will everything be cleared from the back of the proposed building to the edge of the wetland – or new proposed edge of wetland?  

2) The well is only 145 ft from the septic system.  If everything is moved back, will there now only be 100 ft from the septic system?  

3) Where will the water from the new paved area drainage be located and to where will it flow?  

4) Should there be a replication area?  Cathy, Roberta and Tim. Saturday 9-18-10, Bob.

9-28-10
Allan Road site, Lots #2 and #3.   Clearing has begin for erosion control installation. Tim visited. Hjelms have OOC and crossing plans. 
Reminded of preconstruction visit to be scheduled.

Site Visits Needed: 

Ashby Stock Farm, pond

Still waiting for date and time on a visit to the Valley Road culverts.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:27pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

