Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of September 2, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of August 19, 2009 were accepted unanimously as written.

Treasurer’s Report:  nothing to report.

Correspondence: 

Via email: notification of upcoming Stormwater Mtg. as Oxford, MA not Uxbridge. Discussion: should we offer Ashby as a host town for future meetings?  Cathy will email back and offer Ashby as a location.

From Freedom’s Way, a brochure announcing its official National Designation.

From Lorraine Pease: Wondered if the Commission had the original of the deed for Wheeler Rd property.  We never had it.

Bill Davis has put out a request for proposal for emergency replacement of two “cross-culverts” on the Jones Hill Road.  The road is currently reduced to one lane because of failure of the culverts.  He needs to submit at least an emergency NOI for this work.
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Bernhardt Rd. bridge replacement – meeting on Wed, Sept 23, 2009 @7:00pm in Selectman’s meeting room.

Reminder: Roudenbush Community Center, Inc. and Grant Writing USA grant writing workshop in Westford, October 8-9, 2009. It might be worth attending.

Reminder: A one-day discussion/seminar on the siting of wind power generation.  October 6th in Leominster. http://www.conservationcommon.org/Main/Events/EventDetails.aspx?eid=2dbbfca8-34cf-45d7-86fb-e68e58810efd
Old Business:
 

Cathy presented the Packard Baselines to the Ashby Conservation Commission.  The first copy is an archival copy to go in the safe; printed on special paper.  The CD has all the pictures and maps.  The 3rd copy is for notations to be made concerning the property.  Another CD was presented with the baseline as a PDF, word doc source of the baseline and all the photos and other documentation qualifying the equipment that was used din gathering photos and GPS points.  Application forms with all the appendices.  Documentation for the CR is also included: in word doc and pdf format.  Scanned landowner letter and letter stating that the Commission would be doing the monitoring.  Copy #2 went to the landowner.  Copy #5 went to Forest Legacy program.  Copy # 4 is the field copy. Cathy needs to submit receipts for the baseline archival paper. Cathy turned over the following documents: Copy of letter confirming the acceptance of the CR by the Conservation Commission;  Copy of Municipal Certification;  HUD settlement statement from the closing; Signed version of the Conservation Restriction.

Forest Legacy Stewardship Agreements were discussed.  Should there be funding provisions for baseline and monitoring process?  There are also costs for Appraisals, title insurance and the like that the landowner sometimes looks for others to pay – during “due diligence”. Lorraine DeSousa of the Ashburnham Conservation Commission has suggested a joint meeting with the two Conservation Commissions to share mutual concerns and propose solutions.  Suggested the 23rd of September. Motion to hold a joint meeting was passed unanimously.  Cathy will respond and suggest that the meeting be held in Ashburnham.

Next meeting of Fitchburg’s Land Management Plan is on Sept 15th.  Cathy has talked with Ken Brown and the Koval’s about when the loons were at the reservoir.  Paula also had talked about her studies at the reservoir.  All think that the last chicks might have been more than 7 years ago.   Issue is where to restrict public access if it would enhance the possibility of breeding success for the loons.
New Business:  

Al Futterman has requested the Commission to sign a Phase Three support letter.  No mention of the amount of acreage.  Also no information about why no other Land Trusts outside of the Ashby Land Trust is included. Deadline for submission of the Application for Phase III is September 14, 2009.  Tim will ask Al to come to the next meeting to present information about phase III and answer our questions.

Bonnie Koval mentioned that there is a contractor who is dumping his waste on Mayo Rd.  A boiler has most recently been dumped.  Wondered if this was near the wetland.  Discussion about whether this wetland was a  ‘fen’.

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: None

Site Visits: 

8-26-09 at 6:30 pm -Cutting Plan for 531 Mason Rd –Sutton-Brown owner. 
Bob, Cathy and Roberta and the forester.  The cutting will be put out to bid.  Was receptive to the Commission’s suggestions.

Site Visits Needed:
none
Meeting was adjourned at 9:04pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

