Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of August 5, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Bob Leary, Tim Bauman, Michael Harrison, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Review of the minutes of the meeting of July 15, 2009.

Treasurer’s Report:  nothing to report

Correspondence: 

An NRWA invitation to all forest and woodlot owners to attend free Forest Landowner Forums co-sponsored by the New England Forestry Foundation and the NRWA. The forums feature three forestry professionals who will address a range of current topics.  The first forum, geared to MA landowners, will be held on Tuesday, August 25th, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM, at the NWRA headquarters in Groton, Massachusetts.

Sue Lightfoot requested a site visit to a lot on Turnpike Road via email.  The lot is between 365 and 424 Turnpike Rd on the right as leave town.  The Lightfoot’s address is 42 New Fitchburg Rd, West Townsend. Phone: 978-597-6246.  Site visit set for 8:00am on Saturday August 8th.  Tim will email the owner with the proposed site visit.

Paul F. Grasewicz, Graz Engineering, is working on a multi-lot septic design project on Allen & Nourse Roads, involving ANR lots & wetland crossings. Asked to meet with the Commission tonight to discuss the project.

Notice of a one-day discussion/seminar on the siting of wind power generation.  Does it make sense for one or two (or more) of us to attend? October 6th in Leominster. The link is:  http://www.conservationcommon.org/Main/Events/EventDetails.aspx?eid=2dbbfca8-34cf-45d7-86fb-e68e58810efd 

Roudenbush Community Center, Inc. and Grant Writing USA invitation to a grant writing workshop in Westford, October 8-9, 2009. It might be worth attending. 

The 2009 Mass. Recreational Trails Program Grant Round is now OPEN!   

Old Business:
 

Review of the Packard CR with discussion of BOS meeting of 7-23-09 and the re-signed instrument by the BOS.   The previous closing scheduled for Friday, July 17, 2009 at 1:00 pm was postponed. Southern Middlesex Current date: 7/28/2009, CR filed with the deed. We should gather all the documentation and file it with the Town Clerk.

Bernhardt bridge removal at Trap Falls. No further communication from Bill Davis. 

Discussion of “Open space is a good thing!” talk with the selectmen. A recent version of the Cost of Community Services (COCS) document that may be worth completing for the BOS and Open Space Plan. This document is a template for how communities might compare the cost of development versus the protection of a specific piece of land.  Cathy had a worksheet from one of the workshops at the Land Trust Conference this past spring.

Revised Do It Yourself Notice of Intent Guide has been provided to the Town Clerk.

New Business: 

Paul F. Grasewicz appeared with plans for lots on Allen and Nourse Rds. Has three lots on Allen Rd from corner of Valley Rd to fields and one on Nourse Rd – after pond as head to South Rd. There is a stream from the pond on Nourse Rd to Valley Rd.  Wanted to know if the Commission would require a shared driveway to minimize the crossings of the wetland on two lots.  The answer is yes.  Brian Pomerleau is the owner of the property.  Discussions about the location of the houses – to get both out of the buffer zone.  Commission will need to verify the wetlands. Paul stated that he was qualified to mark the wetlands by an Army Corp certification in wetland identification.  He flagged the wetland himself.  Requested that when he submit it be in the scale of 1” / 20 ‘ – rather than the 1/30 that he showed this evening.  Will contact the Commission when he is ready for a site visit.
Cathy has found a Municipal Permit Tracking System that appears to do everything that we might need from a system to pull all of the various records of the town into one place.  It requires Microsoft 2003 or better.  It has the ability to store information for the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, DPW, etc.  It provides one database for the whole town and connects to ArcView’s data.  It is designed to be customized by the town.

Alan Pease has created a TIP LINE as a way for people to send anonymous tips regarding perceived wetland violations.  It will get forwarded to Cathy.  Cathy will review to see if this fills our needs.

There was a cutting of Japanese knotweed along the bank of the street-side pond at the stock farm.  Cutting done by Murray Site Solutions.  Roberta will call Nick Murray.

 266 Pillsbury Rd. Martha and Raymond Svedberg – were planning to put in a garage, but still having problems – Bruce Adams suggests that this needs to be moved 10 ft – and now want to enclosed the stream that come across the property.  The existing Determination of Applicability is only for the garage to be built outside of the 100 ft buffer zone.  Discussion of allowing the house closer would be conditioned on the removal of animals from the wetland. Bruce Adams appeared with them and offered them suggestion not to continue with the construction backwards and get the appropriate permits for septic systems, etc before deciding on where the garage should be located.

Bruce Adams appeared to discuss determination on the Green property on Richardson Rd.  Will try to put in a retaining wall.  Would like an extension – but there is no extension on Determinations.  

Bruce also gave the Commission an update on the FEMA removal of the damaged trees.  Orange dots mean limbing;  X’s mean take it down.  All were concern and outrage was expressed by citizens regard the cutting down of tree in FEMA clean-up. Mike Harrison provided insight as to details of process.

Discussion of the performance of the current tree warden.  Roberta will research how to make changes.

Chair will be away from August 7 to the 22nd.  Bob is Vice Chair and will take on running the next meeting.  Bob will also pick up the mail.

Roberta was asked to do a brief investigation of a building permit for Wares Rd by the Town Clerk.  Roberta conferred with Janet Flinkstrom and drove by the property to ascertain that there were no wetlands near the proposed construction.

Hearings: 

8:00 pm Continuation of the hearing from July 15th for NOI for 864 South Road (Lynda Laakso). Excavation, demolition and re-construction of existing camp. Notice from DEP with number #93-308 included a request for more thorough plans to be submitted.  After listening to the Applicant, the hearing was continued to a date uncertain at 8:22pm.
Hearings Scheduled: None

Site Visits: 

864 South Road, Remodeling and Enforcement order. Tim 7-23-09,

337 County Road, clear cutting for pasture. Wetland crossing. Foster Logging is the second logger to work the property (Roy Turilli previously). Tim-7-29-09, Tim and Cathy 7-30-09. Dembrowski (John & Michele) are the owners.  Cutting in the stream bed.  Would take a couple more trees and complete the job.

Site Visits Needed: 


8:00am Saturday, Aug 8, 2009. Turnpike Rd, between 365 and 434.  Owner, Sue and Bud Lightfoot. 978-597-6246

Meeting was adjourned at 10:05pm

Respectfully submitted

Roberta Flashman

