Ashby Conservation Commission

Agenda for the Meeting of June 3, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Cathy Kristofferson, Tim Bauman, Mike Harrison, Roberta Flashman, and Bob Leary in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of May 20, 2009 were reviewed and accepted as written with a couple of typo’s corrected.

Treasurer’s Report: 

Correspondence: 

Dermco sent evidence of registration (filed 10-3-08) of COC onto the deed for Simonds Road map 4 parcel 7 (listed as #11 and 12). 

Stan Dillis requested septic plan signature for Mr. Terkanian.  Stan appeared before the Commission tonight. Submitted the proof of registration of the OOC on the Deed.  Submitted plan for the Commission to sign for the BOH.  Since we have already issued the OOC, Tim signed 2 plans - 1=20 scale.

The Commissions received an email request from Michelle from “Our Earth” – 503© organization to place a link to OurEarth.org on the Commission site.  Cathy had quickly reviewed the site and found that there was not much local information on it – aside from a link back to the Ashby town site for hours for the transfer station.  All the Commissioners will review this site as well as suggesting other sites that might make sense to have links and bring their findings to the next meeting.
Old Business: 

Discussion of results of the Watatic Management - Snowmobile Subcommittee meeting Wed. May 27 at the Willard Brook State Forest Headquarters. Cathy, Roberta and Bob attended the meeting.  There is a site visit scheduled at 8:00am on June 20th at the Bennett Rd entrance to the property, to view whether there are alternative ways of using the two suggested trails.  There is the possibility that some slight re-routing of the trails might avoid 3 of the 4 crossings.  Roberta was charged by the subcommittee with making edits discussed that night and recirculating the license document, with the objective of being able to agree on a signing after the site visit on the 20th.  She will probably reword or eliminate paragraph #3, which would give DFW free hand with decisions if there were disagreements among the owners.  This paragraph is not in keeping with the consensus decision-making policy of the Management Committee.

The on-going conditions for Little Watatic Pond that have been request for attachment to the COC were received electronically today. Members will review and forward comments to Roberta, who will write the COC for issuance at the next meeting.

Marilyn Benoit of 652 Turnpike Rd appeared to with the Commission about when the Certificate of Compliance for #93-247 would be issued – she needs it for this coming Monday’s closing.  She was told that it would be signed tonight and notarized on Friday at the latest, if she wanted to pick it up.  Commission reviewed and signed the COC.

Ashby Trail Inventory public meeting was held on May 21, 2009 – with Roberta and Cathy in attendance in addition to two members from the Lunenburg snow mobile club and Al Futterman. They presented maps with trails shown – most of which had been submitted by NRWA (Al Futterman) from walks and hikes through the town, not necessarily on trails or public lands.  Owner consent had been obtained prior to each of these hikes.  Roberta and Cathy both felt it was inappropriate and inaccurate to submit these as potential or existing trails in Ashby.  Have communicated hesitations about the trails to MRPC.  Only the public trails on public lands will be published.

Tim attended the May 27th Board of Selectman meeting in support of the Packard CR. BOS agreed to sign the final document upon ConCom’s OK.   Cathy submitted a letter specifying the credentials of the two people identified to monitor the property – Cathy and Roberta.

Rene Rainville had appeared before the Commission on 5/20/09 to request an extension of OOC 93-276.  This was actually for an upgrade to an existing system then owned by Umphress and now owned by Harold Sheid.  His actual plan, which had been resubmitted after relocating the proposed system outside of the buffer zone, does not require an NOI.  Tim met Mr. Rainville at the town hall on 6/1/09 and showed him the plan that was signed for clearance.  Tim told him that he was free and clear as long as he followed the plan and stayed away from wetlands.

New Business: 

New stream crossing has been installed off New Ipswich Road.  Double culverts inserted in the woods road.  Need to take action – first to confirm who the owner is and then to send a letter to inform them of their violation and ask them to appear before the Commission.  Culverts are in violation of Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, and Army Corp of Engineers regulations.  Tim will write this letter. Motion made and 2nd – to send the letter once the owner is verified.
To meet the needs of Commissioners for storage of the paperwork – so that all will have a full library of conditions and Orders, motion made and 2nd to purchase 6 5G drives. 

Michael Donnelly came to talk with the Commission in an effort to understand how the Wetlands Protection Act would impact plans he might have for making changes to his property.  He is investigating how to correct an erosion problem on the property, located at 102 Deer Bay Rd – with LeBlanc Richard Trust as owner.  The Commission tried to educate him about potential restrictions because of his proximity to the Compensating reservoir.

Cathy presented the Municipal Certification for CR on Paula Packard’s property in the Forest Legacy Program for signature by all Commissioners.  All signed.

Motion to go through books that the Commission owns to put in the Library Reference area in addition to the book from the Mass Land Trust Coalition. 

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: None
Site Visits: 

Sat May 23 8am – 9am  652 Turnpike Road  for COC. All in order. Bob, Cathy, Roberta, Tim and Mike

5-18-09, 333 Wares Road for preconstruction visit. Wattles in place. Tim and 
Cathy.

Site Visits Needed:
Stream crossing at edge of Lyman property. Friday 6/5/09 @ 7:30 am.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:28pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

