Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of June 17, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of June 3, 2009 were reviewed and accepted unanimously with a  minor change to wording and the heading.

Treasurer’s Report: Bill submitted for petty cash payment of $5.54 for postage for letter to Cormier.  Cathy will be turning in $43.29 for petty cash as a close out for the year.  Cathy bought 5, 4GB thumb drives for $17. each: one for each Commissioner to store the full set of Commission documents and library of conditions.  Cathy copied her documents onto each of the drives.  Commissioners are reminded that they should transfer all their documents to Roberta so that the Commission computer has a complete set of documents loaded into its hard drive and backed up on all the thumb drives..

Correspondence: 

MACC Newsletter and Invoice for annual Dues of $140.  Motion made to submit the invoice for payment.  Vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.

DCR: Potential Hazard Mitigation Grant Application – document sent to the Commission’s email address.  This sets a policy/procedure in place for handling catastrophic events, like the Asian long Horned Beetle.

The Commission received a copy of the septic replacement plan for 81 Kendall Hill Road. Graz Engineering. Owner: Lillian Haapala. Richie Wright is the installer of the system – (978) 815-2919.  Site visit needed.

Received a notice from Middlesex North Registry of Deeds that the Lowell office is closing. Cambridge Registry now dealing with the entire county.


Willard Brook State Park sent a reply to Cathy’s concern for ATV traffic and resulting damage at the Joseph property.  They are aware of the issue and may request that the Environmental police stage a sting operation.

Old Business: 

Update on the Watatic Management - Snowmobile Subcommittee. A site visit has been scheduled at the mountain at 8:00am Saturday, June 20, 2009.  Only members of the subcommittee or representatives to the Management Committee are expected to attend.  The intent to assess whether there are alternatives to creating snow mobile trails that include at least 3 stream crossings and damage or extensive trail work to avoid damaging  a vernal pool. 

The Packard CR has now been signed off by EOEEA - executive office of environmental and energy affairs - Irene Delbono serves as legal counsel to EOEEA in these matters.  Now Town Counsel will review the CR schedule the closing.  Roberta wondered why our Town Counsel would be included in the closing since the town is not a purchaser of the property, just the recipient of the CR.  The closing is being stalled until the dollar value for the CR is received from Mike Fleming, the Forest Legacy Director.  Again, Roberta questioned why this is relevant to the closing as this is only required for the letter to the Land Owner for tax filing purposes.

The Crocker property now has a CR being held by the City of Fitchburg.  The CR was arrange in conjunction with an effort to protect the Fitchburg Reservoir water shed.
Issued Certificate of Compliance for Little Watatic Pond Association – 93-250

New Business: 

Tim wrote a letter to Gerard Cormier regarding new stream crossing off Mason Road. He copied Mass Fish and Wildlife and Army Corps of Engineers. He invited Mr. Cormier to attend tonight’s meeting. 

Gerry and Karen Cormier appeared before the Commission in response to the above letter about the installation of culverts.  They told the Commission that they have quite a number of people driving vehicles, as well as hiking, on the road on their property.  Recently they found someone driving through the property with a truck.  The truck’s action of driving through the stream has caused erosion and has washed out of the trail.  Additional traffic has made things even worse.  The new culverts were installed into the bed of the stream, somewhat submerged.  They don’t hold back the water or allow the water to pool, but the width of the culvert is part of the problem.  The darkness of the culvert is also a problem – not high enough to allow light to enter. Sometime in the future they plan to reclaim some of the fields in the uplands with intent of planting walnut trees. 

The Commission has received communication from the Army Corps of Engineer assigning an engineer to investigate the culvert. So, although we are looking for a remedy to the installation of the culverts and the washed out trails, it was suggested that we all just await a visit from the Corps.  If there is none before late August, should look for a remedy before the winter.

Roberta brought up the discussion that there is the potential that this could be a costly remedy.  The Commission might be able to come up with a remedy and suggest it to the Army Corps.  The Cormier’s then verified stories that we had heard of wood turtles on the property.  The area is an Estimated Rare Species Habitat.

Received a Request for Determination from Bill Davis for removal of bridge at Trap Falls. Original Request was submitted in 2002.  Site visit required.

Hearings: None
Hearings Scheduled: None

Site Visits: 

Friday 6/5/09 @ 7:30 am. Stream crossing at edge of Lyman property. Tim and Cathy and Michael.  The pictures taken were useful  tonight in discussions about the culverts.
Site Visits Needed: 

Monday, June 22,2009

6:30 pm – start at 81 Kendall Hill Road for septic replacement.

Bernhardt Rd. Bridge
Wednesday, June 24,2009 6:30pm 

- Allan Dawson on Ingerson Rd.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:13pm

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

