Ashby Conservation Commission

Agenda for the Meeting of April 1, 2009

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson, Roberta Flashman, Bob Leary and Michael Harrison in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of March 18, 2009 were accepted unanimously as written.

Treasurer’s Report: The Purchase Order for attendance of the Massland Conference never materialized with a bill.  Cathy is pursuing to ensure that we pay for the conference.

Correspondence: 

Call from Mass Highway for problem with blocked pipe at 704 Fitchburg State Road – next to Store 31. Trench dug and now looking for an Emergency Certificate to replace same with a larger plastic 18” pipe. Chair visited on 2-31-09.and directed Mass Highway to install siltation barriers and reminded them of the new “Open Trench” laws. Would condition Em. Cert. with the same. (Arthur Rejca 774-535-1632, Fax = 508-929-3879).  Issued an Emergency Certificate tonight, requiring siltation barriers and riprap apron at the outflow.

Old Business: 

Discussion and follow-up of the Land Conservation Conference attended 
by three Commissioners on Saturday, 3/28 in Worcester.  Members were enthusiastic about the courses they attended.

Wed Apr 8 @8:00 Planning Bd will be discussing wind power generation by small scale equipment.

Ashby Easy to be Green meeting to be held on  April 22, 2009 at the Ashby Free Library.

Letter received from Ross Associates regarding Title 5 Upgrade Approval and Ashby BOH variances requested by the client, Peter Bradley – 940 Turnpike Road . The Commission, as an abutter, is invited to attend the hearing with the BOH on Monday, April 13, 2009 at 8:15 PM.  Presby system will be used.

The Commission reviewed, amended and signed OOC for Guilmette, 333 Wares Rd. DEP# 93-306. Will be notarized and issued on 4/3/09.
New Business: 

Pete Bezanson appeared to ask whether he could route the water on his property into a culvert.  The Commission was concerned about the proximity of his pond.  Will look at the site on Apr 2 @ 7:00am.

Cathy created a map that combined the Estimated and Priority Habitats with the Town’s parcel map.  Andy Leonard printed it out on his plotter so that now the Planning Board can do a quick check against it when an applicant comes before them.  The map has the Map and Parcel numbers on it.  Chair will speak with the building inspector as well.


The House and Senate are voting on a bill that includes transfer of parkways and/or bridges from DCR to Transportation (New Dept). A large public outcry might be the only thing that could prevent transfer of DCR-owned assets to the Transportation Department. 

Discussion with Chuck Pernaa revealed that DCR is considering a clean up of the destruction of a red pine stand along 119 in Willard Brook State Park.  Cathy’s work on mapping the Estimated and Priority habitats onto the town parcel map revealed that this area is a Priority habitat.  Roberta left Chuck a message suggesting he come to town hall to see the map.

Michael Harrison has attended several meetings now, as well as site visits.  Commission wondered if he was still interested in becoming a Commissioner.  He said he was very interested.  Roberta made a motion to submit Michael Harrison’s name to the Selectmen for appointment to the Commission at their next meeting in 2 weeks – April 15.  Motion seconded and vote was unanimous in favor of having him appointed.

Hearings: None
 

Hearings Scheduled: 

April 15, 2009 @ 8:00 – Continuation of DEP #93-307, NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis, Engineer. Ed Terkanian owner

Site Visits:  Saturday 3-21-09 with Cathy, Bob, Roberta and Michael in attendance.

9:30 am.  940 Turnpike Road, Peter Bradley, owner, David E. Ross (Neil Gorman) engineers for a sewage disposal system upgrade.  The proposed site was outside the 100 ft buffer to any wetlands bounds.  Will be a Presby system.

10:00 am. Spring Hill Road (Ashby Academy) for COC.  Siltation barriers still need to be removed. Cathy to contact Lawyer’s office and inform them of the status and that no OOC would be issued without their prior removal.

Site Visits Scheduled: 

April 4th @ 9:00 AM, NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis. /Terkanian

April 2nd @ 7:00am  Pete Bezanson. – Jewett Hill Rd.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman 

