Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of January 7, 2009

Note: The regular meeting scheduled for December 17, 2008 was cancelled as a result of the continued effects of the severe ice storm that paralyzed the Ashby area.

Meeting was opened at 7:30pm with Cathy Kristofferson, Bob Leary, Roberta Flashman and Tim Bauman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of December 3, 2008 were reviewed and accepted unanimously as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Budgets are still in flux.

Correspondence: 

MACC Newsletter. Annual winter conference is scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb 28, 2009. All members have given Cathy their applications and meeting preferences. Cathy will get a check from town and send forms for meeting preferences and registration.

Mass. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs announces FY09 Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity Grant Program (2nd Round).

A request was received from David E. Ross (Neil Gorman) for a site visit at 940 Turnpike Road to view plans for a sewage disposal system upgrade. The owner is Peter Bradley.

Cutting plan was received from Gary Gouldrup, New England Forestry Consultant, for 96.5 acres on 244 Davis Road,  Kenneth Berg, owner.

A copy of an approved cutting plan for Beverly Saari, Sheldon Hill Road was received. Cathy communicated with Jack Jackson, our service forester, via email

Copies of Land and People and also Coast Lines.

ESRI, the company that produces and maintains ArcView, sent notice of the fees required for the next year’s software maintenance contract. The asking price is $415.  Last year we managed to get the contract in kind for mapping done. Motion made to take the money out of the budget. Vote was unanimous in favor.

Cathy showed the Commission Ecofont, a font that uses 20% less ink.  Suggest that this also be added to a list of “green” suggestions.

Old Business 

Ashby “Green” Night. Date to be determined. We’ll take part in this again – perhaps with Cathy’s solar oven “leading the charge”.

Results of Tax Title land Auction, held Saturday (12-6-08) – the parcels abutting Willard Brook State Forest  were purchased by Brian Pomerleu.  The parcels on Wheeler Rd were purchased by an abutter who was already grazing a horse on the properties.

New Business: 

Tricia Foster attended the meeting at the invitation of the Chair.  She is interested in joining the Commission. She is involved in writing environmental permitting for energy companies – like power plants etc.  tricia.foster@amec.com  She will continue to attend a few more meetings and site visits so that she might understand the extent of the position and its responsibilities and time requirements.

Paula Packard appeared to present Forest Legacy baseline documentation report. 26.6 acres of active agriculture and 120+- for managed forest.  Her property is finally in line to receive funding from the Forest Legacy Grant.  Money has been re-apportioned from other properties so that she can meet her deadline (July 17, 2009) for paying off the property.  Appraisals have been done and all the other elements are coming into play.  Cathy will be assisting in compiling a baseline document for the property.  Conservation Commission will eventually hold the Conservation Restriction on the property, as is required by the grant.  Paula.Packard@state.ma.us

The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) will be working on a Trail Inventory Study this spring as part of our ongoing transportation planning activities.  The commission received a request to participate in a Trail Inventory from Sheri Bean.  She proposed that the Commission name a representative to attend two meetings – one in the spring and one in the fall.  The objective is to map existing and potential trails in the town.  There had been a mention on a land trust meeting minutes that they were doing some mapping – Cathy will forward the information to Alan Ewald, President of the Land Trust.

Hearings: None

Hearings Scheduled: None

Site Visits: 

Sun Dec 7 8am - 266 Pillsbury Road/Svedberg regarding new garage location and future septic system. Bob, Cathy, Roberta and Tim plus Neal Anderson (guest)

Site Visits Needed: 

940 Turnpike Road. Septic replacement, Ross – waiting for bare ground
Meeting was adjourned at 8:57pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

