Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of November 18, 2009

Meeting was opened at 7:30 with Tim Bauman, Bob Leary, Cathy Kristofferson, Mike Harrison and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of November 4, 2009 were reviewed and accepted as written unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Another receipt from Tim for a certified mailing ($5.54) and Cathy – correction to the $5.54($6.15) of last week.  $90 expense  - MACC Fall Conference attendance : Cathy.
Correspondence:  

Received a letter from Christopher Environmental Associates which rescinded the Fitchburg Conservation Commission’s Enforcement Order on Fanelli property.  This was a follow up to Mr. Rantala’s visit to the Commission and complaint against Mr. Fanelli.  None of this is within the Commission’s responsibility since it is all in Fitchburg.

DEP Project Numbers for Graz projects on Nourse and Allen Roads are: Lot #2 : 93-3311, Lot #3 : 93-312. 

Bill Davis sent the specs for a one lane bridge, 50 ft bridge for Bernhardt Road from Mass DOT. 

NRWA sent an announcement of a December 5th program at Devens, Preserving Land and Clean Water for Future Generations in the Squannacook & Nissitissit Sub-basins of Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
Mass Wildlife News - outlined up-coming events.

Letter from Lynda Laakso, owner of 864 South Road,  requesting that Jim Craven be included in all correspondence.
On Thursday, November 19, 2009, 7:00 - 9:00 pm , DEP Circuit Rider will present the program: The Wetlands Protection Act and Agriculture Exemptions.

Old Business:
 

Ashby Open Space Draft is on the Ashby website along with a request for comments.  Public Hearing is scheduled for Dec 3, 2009. 
http://ci.ashby.ma.us/committee_other/os_plan_draft_2009.html.

http://www.ci.ashby.ma.us/conservation/presentations/BoSOct282009.pdf

.
The link for posted BoS presentation:

On Saturday, November 7thThe Ashby Conservation Commission held a clean-up of  the trail at the Morrison Property on Rt 119. Three Commission and two volunteers conducted a successful event. The chair sent thanks-you notes to our guest helpers.

Further discussion on a useful purpose for the Philajamaki property located on Map 3 Parcel 6.  It is 25 acres of lovely land-locked forested backland. List of properties to be auctioned sent by Treasurer – Dec 12 set for the Auction date.  This property is not on the list.

Expressed the Commission’s concerns about 80 South Road and the failure to honor the Conservation Restriction. Alan Ewald (Ashby Land Trust)  is looking for guidance on how to approach the issue.  He is worried about the potential for an adversarial relationship with the new owner.  When he receives this guidance, he will approach the owner with this concern.

Interdepartmental Memorandum – review of business in town for approval of  license renewals. The Chair wrote a letter to the BOS regarding our plan to space these visits 
over a few weeks. No disapproval of any on the list.

The NRWA held its 40th anniversary meeting on Friday Nov.13th, with special recognition to Cathy for her significant work as a conservationist.

The Commission issued an Enforcement Order for clear-cutting in the wetland area on Jewett Hill Road (owner Shepherd).  The site visit was postponed at owner’s request.  The Chair sent a letter advising the Town Administrator of the situation.  The Chair will send another letter with a deadline of Dec 1st for a site visit and installation of siltation barriers.

The Chair will compose a letter detailing the “in-kind services” for NRWA for the “Protecting Today’s for Tomorrow” program.  Cathy submitted the hours she had work on the Wyman property and the Packard CR.

New Business: 

Cathy reviewed some of the highlights of  MACC Fall Conference on Enforcement.   She suggested having an enforcement log and will attempt to post one on the web for all to use.

Jessica Johnson appear for Mark Haines, builder of addition at 386 Turnpike Rd.    She presented a plan from Northland Engineering showing the addition to house and barn and additional discharge pipe to septic system leach field.  Although she has not asked for an approval for an increase to the septic system leach system the original system was built for 4 bedrooms and they are adding another bedroom/mother-in-law apartment.  It would make sense that this would require an increase to the leach field.  The parcel still has an order of conditions registered on the deed: no certificate of compliance has ever been issued.  Advised Jessica of this and suggested that this be cleared.

Alan Ewald appeared before the Commission to talk about Blood Hill.  The Ashby Land Trust met with Rep from Mass Fish and Wildlife to talk about the properties at Spring Hill and Bennett Rd. A CR has been exercised on Yang property on Bennett Rd.  The auction house that was handling the sale of the Spring Hill property went out of business.  Brandon Kibbe’s discussion about Spring Hill was centered on how to create a Conservation option for Bank.  Since MADFW is only interested in properties that abut properties that they have an interest in, they thought of conveying the CR for the Wiita Conservation area to MADFW.  Alan confirmed that he has heard that MADFW is not a good steward.   Roberta will convene the members of the Blood Hill Management committee to the next meeting to meet with Alan @ 8:30 to discuss and consider the conveyance.  Roberta will forward the CR language to the rest of the commission.

A motion was made and seconded to make a standard practice to reimburse members who attend MACC conferences.  The Commission voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

Hearings: 

8:00 PM DEP#93-311 Graz Engineering for Nourse and Allen Roads Lot 2 Hearing for construction of a single family home within the buffer zone.  Hearing closed at 8:45.  Roberta will write the Order of Conditions.

8:45 PM DEP#93-312 Graz Engineering for Nourse and Allen Roads. Lot 3 Hearing for Wetland Crossing and Construction of a single family home within the buffer zone.  Hearing continued to 8:00, Dec 2, 2009 to allow for DEP comment on the revised stream crossing that no longer requires replication of wetland resource area.
Hearings Scheduled:  

8:00 pm 12/2/09 – Continuation of Hearing for Lot 3, Allen Rd – see above.

Site Visits: 

11-14-09, Bennett Road, Tim Beauchemin Engineering, Septic 
System with new house. Bob, Cathy and Tim. Tim signed off on plans for the BOH

11-15-09 Allen and Nourse Roads for the NOIs from Graz Eng. Brian Pomerleau is the owner. Lots #2 and #3.  Bob, Cathy, Roberta, Tim  DEP#93-311 & 93-312.  Two single family homes proposed to share a driveway with a stream crossing.  Suggested moving the stream crossing to a narrower portion of the stream to allow a full span of the stream without alteration of any bank, bvw or stream bed.  This would remove the requirement of a replication area.  Suggested movement of garage out of buffer zone and reduction of length of septic system leach field to reduce the impact of the construction on the property.  Applicant was amenable to suggestions and will make changes to the plans prior to the hearing.

Site Visits Needed: 

Jewett Hill Road, Butch Shephard, cease and desist on cutting and alteration of a wetland on Lot 28.5, Map #2

The meeting was adjourned at 10:35

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

