Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of April 15, 2009

Meeting opened at 7:30 pm with Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson and Michael Harrison in Attendance.  Roberta Flashman arrived at 7:40pm.

Minutes of the meeting of April 1, 2009 were reviewed and accepted unanimously with one change to the title of the document from “Agenda” to “Minutes”.

Treasurer’s Report: 

Correspondence: 

ArcNews – Newsletter from ESRI  and ArcUser magazine

ESRI email about upcoming update to the software.

“Easy to be Green” presentation by the Ashby Grange will be held at the Grange Hall on April 22, 2009.

Call from Mass Highway for problem with blocked pipe at 704 Fitchburg State Road – The 31 Store.  The  open trench left over night was temporarily filled by Mass Highway after placing a new drain in place and covering it with steel plates over the culvert end near the road. Emergency Certificate had been issued. Mass Highway now claims to have found existing drain and will attempt to route it out (Arthur Rejca 774-535-1632, Fax: 508-929-3879).

Old Business: 

Letter received from Ross Associates regarding Title 5 Upgrade Approval and Ashby BOH variances requested by the client, Peter Bradley – Turnpike Rd property across from the Town property. The Commission, as an abutter, was invited to attend the hearing with the BOH on Monday, April 13, 2009. Cathy and Tim attended. Variances and plan for Presby septic system approved by the BOH and forwarded to Mass DEP.
Cathy found, during that same BOH meeting on 4/13/09, that Ollie Tervo had told the BOH during his permitting process that he would be reducing the footprint of the former building.  Building Inspector is going to stop by and check on the building and ask for plans.

Vernal Pools off Valley Road : Cathy has been monitoring the vernal pools waiting to find egg masses that would signify that they are viable vernal pools.  She found a 3rd pool that was not noticed before.  There are also eggs in the pool at the end of the Valley road that had been rehabilitated.  

Valley Road cutting plans: The area is now thinned out following the ice storm. The cutting is on hold.  The intent of the cutting was to reduce potential damage during the “hundred year storm”.  Since we had that storm this past December, it is ironic that the cutting is still in the works, but nice that it is delayed.  

Little Watatic Pond notice of chemical treatment
 was received. No annual reports have been received along with the request for another treatment.  Need a copy of the license.  Looking for the source of some on-going conditions that Tim ahs a copy of and that look exactly like the on-going conditions from Upper Wrights Pond.  Tim will check with the applicant to see what paperwork the lake association has in its possession.
Watatic Management Committee received a request for allowing driving up the road to the top to accommodate wedding guests.  Roberta responded that she would not approve that use.
New Business: 

Ernie Pappas came to the Commission wondering who was the sponsoring organization for the trail inventory and what they were including in the inventory.  The snowmobilers were interested in getting their name more publicized.

Raymond Svedberg, 266 Pillsbury Road, appeared to see about silt fence installation for their garage construction.  It appears that between the garage and the wetland is land of higher elevation so silt fence will not be required.  The garage is outside the 100’ buffer.  Also, Tim helped with their RDA for the garage only, not the future home or septic both of which are within the 100’ buffer zone.  He also gave them the advertising policy form.

Cathy reviewed the Natural Heritage Endangered Species habitat map overlaid over the town parcel map with the Planning Board.  They were very pleased.

The Board of Selectmen appointed Michael to the Commission tonight.  He has borrowed the Wetlands Regulations and lawn.

Hearings: 

April 15, 2009 @ 8:00  This will be a continuation of DEP #93-307, NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis, Engineer. Ed Terkanian owner.   Hearing closed at 8:10pm.  Cathy will write the OOC.
Hearings Scheduled: none

Site Visits: 

April 4th 9:00 AM, NOI for a driveway on Erickson Rd. Stan Dillis. Cathy Roberta, Bob, Tim and Michael along with Stan Dillis and owner Terkanian.  The replication area was moved to a location that will hopefully result in less destruction to the wetlands and a replication with more possibility of success.

Site Visits Needed: 

Erickson Road, Lots A & B., Whitman and Bingham. Awaiting re-flagging of the wetland by the applicant’s wetland specialist.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:23pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Roberta Flashman

