Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of July 2, 2008
Meeting opened at 7:30 with Tim, Roberta, Bob, and Cathy in attendance.
Minutes of the meeting of June 18, 2008 are not yet available.
Treasurer’s Report: $130 MACC; $67.50 NOI fee; still waiting on Beaver Solutions for FY08; both accounts resolved with the Town Account for FY08 
Correspondence: 
Tim received a call from Jim Herbert regarding a plan for a second lot off 534 County Road (L. Pernaa’s old property). Design for the septic system is outside the 50ft. buffer but all within the 100ft. Chair informed owner that a NOI would be required. Plan in hand. Owner to try and create NOI from plan; may need help. Tim will forward Jim the Do-It-Yourself permit guide.
Tim received a Request for Certificate of Compliance from D & D Civil Design Group, Form 8A, for Dermody, Lots 1 & 2, Jones Hill Road.  The Commission did the site visit tonight prior to the meeting.  We need the statement D&D checked off that would accompany the COC.  We will forward our notes.  Cathy will do the letter.
Tim received a call from John Deline Engineering regarding plans for septic replacement a 5 Old Northfield Road and requesting a hearing for July 16, 2008 at 8:00 PM. NOI has been received and reviewed.  Roberta will miss the hearing as she will be on vacation.
The Commission received questions via email from Jen Collins regarding our networking, firewalls, etc. usage.  Not sure what’s changing, but we replied with our laptop and wireless router information.
Roberta reports that the Commission Laptop needs the installed Norton Anti-Virus updated.  She will upgrade and submit an expense.

Mrs. Oja appeared before the Commission.  She wants the names of the Commissioners; wants the findings from Paula Packard’s review of Lower Wrights Pond from last year; Tim will forward to 952 Richardson Road. She wants the dam opened up, but Tim explained that DEP is not happy to do that.  It is actually the BOH that issues the permit.  Not a good practice to keep opening up the dam; destabilizes banks and wildlife habitat.  She is concerned now that the town is “in cahoots” with the NRWA due to some newspaper article discussing a Selectmen’s meeting and their review of the Forest Legacy program.  She wants the third pond drained.  Upper Wrights is currently very high.  Dave Williams’ yard is flooded.  If Upper Wrights is released, it will flood her property.  Rod & Gun believes they will get the permits they need for both Upper & Lower Wrights Ponds.  No one is living on Dave Williams’ property currently.
Harold Sheid appeared to review the software purchased by the town.  He and Alan Ewald presented to the Planning Board about a month ago.  His company is 5 years old.  Customers (towns) are statewide.  Found there to be a growing desire of towns to share land-based data between town entities better than cobbled together Access databases.  Customers want a better database (Oracle); everything web-based; data needs to be fresh; growth available in database; will get bigger and better down the road.  [Demo given]  Currently the product is geared towards Assessors.  Not much more than the Commission is currently getting from ArcView since both use the same data layers.  Web-based is more convenient and less costly of course.  Not sure that the new product provides the same output mapping abilities we have utilized with ArcView for site visits, FEMA floodplains, etc.
Old Business:
 
Commission received a copy of quote received by the Ashby Highway Dept. regarding installation of beaver pipes and fences around the Valley Road culverts. Quote provided by Beaver Solutions Inc. The installation was completed on 6/26.  The Commission will pay for the materials, installation, and six months of maintenance. Highway Dept. to pay for second year of inspection and maintenance.
Town has until 7/15 to pay for FY08 work.  We are still waiting for the bill to submit.  The beaver is packing the new fencing with mud already.  Cathy will call Bill Davis tomorrow.

Contact the Cemetery Commission regarding need to file an NOI for project to 
extend the ditch and rip-rap between the edge of the drive and the fire pond on the 
Glenwood Cemetery Road.  No new action.

From Lorraine Pease a request from C.D. Hayes for “all documents 
pertaining to the Library.”  No further action.
New Business: 
Email/Google/website – conscom@ci.ashby.ma.us is live, Cathy will monitor until someone else wants to; Cathy has set up a Google Calendar to track Commission “events” like site visits and hearings, members can send invitations, updates, etc., we will try this to see if it works for scheduling site visits; Cathy updated the Commission page on the town’s website to like the Google calendar, will update the blog link.
From MassGIS: Program: Using Free Open Source Software to Create Web-Based Data Viewers Saul Farber, PeopleGIS and Aleda Freeman, MassGIS Thursday, July 10, 2008; 10:00 - 12:00 Worcester Public Library, 3 Salem Square, Worcester – work permitting, Cathy will attend.
Hearings: none
Hearings Scheduled: 
July 16, 2008, NOI, John DeLine Engineering 5 Northfield Road.
Report on Site Visits: 
7-2-08, Certificate of Compliance, Lots B1&B2 Jones Hill Road, Mike Dermody.  Haybales and silt fence not removed; wetland markers not present; beehive grate not installed in catch basin; house lot driveways not constructed.
Site Visits Needed: 
1196 West Road siltation. Chair spoke with owner (7-1-08) who requested visit on July 8, 9, or 11.  Tim will try to set for Friday the 11th 7:30am

Store Thirty-One, Fitchburg State Road – still waiting for owner
Request for Certificate of Compliance for Dermody, Simonds Road.  Bob to set up for Friday the 11th 7:30 or 8:00(depending on 1196 West)
Meeting was adjourned at 9:50pm
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Kristofferson

