Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 7, 2008

Meeting was opened at 7:35 with Tim, Bob, Cathy and Roberta in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of April 16, 2008 were approved unanimously with one typo corrected.

Treasurer’s Report: nothing to report

Correspondence: 

Victor Cormier sent pictures of the silt-fences on Lot #1, Foster Road via email.  These were in accordance with his Order of Conditions for his building lot.  He was supposed to send pictures after every major storm event.  However, the pictures seem to show that no major threat of siltation has approached the siltation fencing or the wetlands.  He is probably close to complete and ready to request a Certificate of Compliance.

Alan Pease and Andy Leonard have requested a meeting with the Cons Comm to review the Open Space Plan Draft. “Andy will be presenting the draft of the updated Open Space Plan the last week in May or first week in June.  We'd need to get the Cons Com comment and input. We would like to have the OSP ready for the next town meeting (fall '08 or spring'09).”  Tim suggested that Andy present at our May 21 or June 4 meeting and that the Ashby Land Trust be invited to attend.

Rebecca Walsh forwarded an email request from C. D. Hayes regarding wind towers on Blood Hill. Tim answered the request with a copy of Roberta’s letter to Stan Herriot, the Ashburnham Power Company representative who requested the of use of Blood Hill for a Wind Power Test.

Bill Davis called to check on whether he needed permits for guard rail installation. No RDA required due to no excavation. Will have other projects that will require RDA’s. The Chair also conveyed concerns to Davis regarding Valley Road Dam seepage resulting from beaver’s culvert blockage. Question on-going integrity of the dam. Highway Dept. will check.

Request for emergency repair Glenwood Cemetery Road from the Cemetery Commission.  The road needs repair to a water washout into the fire pond and other drainage problems. Dan Hedju submitted request on behalf of the Cemetery Commission.  Cathy reports that some materials have been delivered and may be obstructing the area for the proposed “dry well” for diversion of the water from entering the pond.  Tim will call and schedule another site visit for delivery of the emergency permit and some further instructions of how the project should be conducted.

Request for copy of OOC for 844 South Road from Dana Fugelso, new owner.  Jim Craven will be doing the work.

Old Business:
 

Snowmobile Subcommittee of the Mt. Watatic Management Committee held their meeting on 4-30-08, 7:00 p.m. at Willard Brook Headquarters. Cathy and Roberta attended.  Most of the details of how the Mt. would be used and who would be able to use it were decided during the meeting.  There will be a site visit in the fall at a date to be decided before anything is finalized and signed so that it will be very clear exactly which trails are being designated as suitable for snowmobile use and what maintenance us required/allowed.

Cathy’s discussion with the BOH Chair about the health and safety of Damon Pond resulted in Mary Krapf wanting to handle the entire correspondence with Rep Rice.

Report on Blood Hill Clean-up Day. Went well and pretty much completed the clean up.  Might be one more clean up required at some time, but  the worst is gone.

Signed plans for 312 Scott Road for Ross Associates to have for meeting of BOH. 4-22-08

Signed OOC for Cordio property, 82 Deer Bay Road. Ross Associates engineers. Question of “right to pass” not ours, but answered by the Assessor, who said original owner/subdivider was Mr. Wolfe.  Attach the email from Dondi to the minutes sent to the BOH to bring the issue of the need for permission to use the property for construction of system.

Cathy spoke with Ed Tourcoletti about the Valley Road culvert project from Willard Brook SF.  Wondered whether he might be able to use the power and energy of the CSA kids for doing the handwork around the culvert.  Ed was in favor of the suggestion.  Waiting for answer back to confirm and make a date for meeting and discussing tactics.

New Business: 

Sign COC for 7 Piper Road, for septic replacement, formerly the property of Mary Damon. Chuck Pernaa filing the Form 8A.

Store 31 and gravel project.  Site visit was conducted and the owner was requested to appear before the Commission at one of the May meetings.  Want immediate siltation barriers and plans for how the area will be stabilized and materials prevented from heading down the slopes

Complaint regarding siltation of pond from gravel pit at 1196 West Road, DGL Contracting. Phone call during the meeting from the Chair.  Closing off the pit – replaced the siltation barriers.  Seeding.  Will be unable to be at a site visit until about a week and a half.  When a site visit is conducted, will look for damage to the pond.

Both The Messenger and Trilogy have now responded favorably to Cathy’s  proposed "watershed protection series" of articles based on the Blackstone Valley's guideline sheets.  Some issues with space – if it fits it will be published – so Cathy will give then all the articles so that the paper can select which article fits the space.  Cathy will also post them to the Commission site(http://AshbyCC.wordpress.com).

Emily Norton from Friends of Willard Brook – Willard Brook State Park’s turn has come up for logging.  Forester from DCR will be coming to determine where the cutting should be.  Cons Comm should get a cutting plan.  There are lots of steep slopes that raise concern.  Cathy also wondered, after viewing the condition of the culverts last fall, whether they would hold up under the weight of the logging trucks.

Upcoing vacations – Roberta July 16, Cathy August 6, Bob may miss one in July. Tim may miss the 2nd meeting in June 18.  Bob will leave on October 19 – back  November 19th.
Hearings: 

5-7-08, 8:00 PM NOI from Whitman and Bingham for septic replacement of 316Whitney Road. Jack Maloney representing Steve Holmes.  DEP#093-300.
Hearings Scheduled: none
Report on Site Visits: 

4-22-08, Sullivan property at 892 West Road. Raised question as to whether or not the adjacent lot is buildable. Bob, Roberta, Cathy, Tim

4-26-08, Septic Replacement, 316 Whitney Road, Steve Holmes owner, Jack Maloney of Whitman and Bingham engineer. Cathy, Roberta, Bob, and Tim

4-30-08, 7 Piper Road for COC. Former property of Mary Damon. OOC issued 4-22-05 constructed as designed, area now stable. Cathy and Tim

5-5-08, Thirty One Store for concerns over gravel processing and landscape materials stored in proximity to the wetlands and pond. Roberta, Cathy, Tim

Site Visits Needed: 

1106 West Road siltation.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:06pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

