Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of February 6, 2008

Meeting opened at 7:30 with Cathy, Bob, Roberta and Tim in attendance.

The minutes of the meeting of January 15, 2007 were accepted unanimously as written.

Treasurer’s Report: $12.99 for expenses for photocopying for the “Easy to be Green” presentation made with the Grange.

Correspondence: 

Received the approved Forest Cutting Plan from NEFCo for Camp Middlesex from Jack Jackson on 1-25-08.

Owner Jose Valentin called to thank Commission for our letter suggesting cleanup of cutting and wetland filling observed from the Ashby Landfill.  Using that letter as ammunition, he was able to reach an agreement with the logger (Hanson) to complete job as originally promised. 

Received a request for a Certificate Of Compliance for 860 Fitchburg State Road – log cabin on Ashby State Rd.  The Commission needs to schedule a site visit to ensure that all conditions of the Order of Conditions have been met.

Received a request from Neil Gorman, Ross Associates, that the two pending Notices Of Intent  be scheduled for their hearings.  The Chair scheduled the hearings for Feb 20, 2008 with the understanding that if the Commission has been unable to view the properties by that time because of snow cover, the hearings will be continued until such time as viewing is possible.  The two projects are located at 82 Deer Bay Rd and Scott Rd.

Received project number # 93-299  from DEP for 82 Deer Bay Road: owner is Cordio.

Received an email from Al Futterman offering comments on the Cordio project.  He stated that he had disputes with the landowner surrounding unauthorized use of his abutting land for access for machinery – in anticipation of installation of septic system.  He will be in attendance at the hearing.  We have no jurisdiction over land disputes and will attempt to keep the questions and discussion focused on the project and its wetland issues.

Cathy Kristofferson received notification of changes in the Chapter 61 rate formula for assessment of forestry land.  There are two rates, one for east of the Connecticut River and one for west of the Connecticut River.  The rate for land west of the Connecticut River is, surprisingly, higher than that of the eastern land.  Presumably this is because it is capable of producing more timber and there has to be some way of “taxing” that now that the stumpage fee has been removed from the program.

The January MACC Newsletter including registration materials for the March 1st Annual Conference in Worcester.  All Commission members are planning to attend and handed their registration forms to Cathy.  She will fax them to MACC, with a cover sheet, and arrange to bring one check from the Commission to the conference to cover all of our registrations.  Cathy will withdraw the funds for the conference from the budget account.
Old Business:
 

At 7:00pm this evening, the Commission presented the Watatic Mountain Preserve Management Plan to the Board of Selectmen for their signature.  After the presentation and a brief discussion, the Selectmen signed the plan. Tim will send along the signature page to Andy Backman, author of the plan and coordinator of the 3 year process to conduct research, schedule and hold hearings and assemble all of the information relevant to understanding and managing the 280 acre open space resource.  This was an especially unique plan as it is an agreement of the 6 owners of the property, not an easy thing to accomplish.  The 6 owners are:  The Town of Ashby, The Town of Ashburnham, The Ashby Land Trust, The Ashburnham Conservation Trust, The Massachusetts Division of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.  DCR will handle day-to-day issues of managing the property through its staff at nearby Willard Brook State Park and the Committee will change its focus Stewardship of the property.

Anne O’Connor, a reporter from Townsend Times, appeared before the Commission later in the meeting to clarify some of the information that she heard about the Mt Watatic Management Plan as it was presented to the Board of Selectmen for signatures.  In answer to her question about what a sugarbush was, we explained that it was a grove of sugar maples that were of sufficient age to be used for maple sugaring.
Follow-up to “It’s easy to be green” program 1-16-08. Roberta will make more copies of the suggestions for 111 easy ways to conserve.  Almost 100 people attended.  Members have received many unsolicited positive comments from attendees.

Tim wrote and will mail a response to Kevin Griffiths regarding South Road Fields cutting.  It granted permission to complete the cleanup of the area – including cutting the stumps to ground level and removal of bittersweet.  He also included an invasive species brochure and suggested that in the future enough time be allotted for planning such a project so that the Commission could be notified and permission received in advance of any cuttings.
Dave Pillsbury came back before the Commission seeking permission to tap the trees on the Wiita Conservation Property.  He drew up a contract that described, in detail, the plans for management of a sugaring harvest, plans for maintenance of the sugar maples on the property and plans for educating the public and providing public viewing of the process.  He received an assessment of the condition of the trees on the property from Chuck Pernaa, a town resident and State Forester. About 6 of the trees were too benefit from pruning, but the rest certainly would benefit.  Chuck strongly suggested that any barbed wire found around and embedded in the trees from old fence lines be removed as well.  Dave plans on placing caution tape and cones near the sugaring lines to prevent snowmobiles from tearing down the lines.  He brought in the newer spouts to show us how much the diameter of the spouts had been decreased – the new ones being about ¼ inch in diameter, less than ½ of the diameter of the old spouts.  A Motion was made and seconded and voted unanimously in favor to accept and sign the contract as presented as an annual contract.  Tim signed the contract.  Contract will be signed for a year at a time.  Roberta, a member of the Blood Hill Management Committee (BHMC), apologized towards the end of the meeting for not remembering that the BHMC probably should have been contacted and involved in this decision making process.  Roberta will notify the remaining members of the BHMC of the permission that has been granted.

New Business:  

Discussion:  Tim will investigate whether Ashby local cable channel will run DVD dealing with land preservation such as Mt Grace programs.  
Here is a link to the same short movie about the land preserved: http://www.masswoods.net/future_land/cases/riley_family/index.html 

Hearings:  none

Hearings Scheduled for 2-20-08
8:00pm, NOI for Cordio on Deer Bay Road, Ross Associates.  This is a replacement septic system.

8:30pm, NOI for Scott Rd Septic replacement, Ross Associates. This is a plan for a new house and accompanying septic system.

Report on Site Visits:  none
Site Visits Needed: All are pending bare ground – possibly the weekend of Feb 16-17

NOI for Scott Rd – new home construction and accompanying septic system.

NOI for Cordio on Deer Bay Road (Ross Associates.) replacement septic system.

COC for replacement septic system, 860 Fitchburg State Road. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman

  

