Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of January 2, 2008

Meeting opened at 7:35pm with Bob Leary, Tim Bauman, Cathy Kristofferson and Roberta Flashman in attendance.

The minutes of December 19, 2007 were reviewed and accepted as revised unanimously. Revision was to change the firm name that Stan Dillis is associated with from Dillia and Mische to Dillis and Ducharme.

Treasurer’s Report: none
Correspondence:

Montachusett Reg. Planning Committee "Transportation Today" 
December 2007 issue.  Trail inventory of Groton, Lancaster, Townsend & Sterling.  2008 – Ayer, Clinton and Leominster.

Forest Cutting Plan from NEFCo for Camp Middlesex, Valley & South Roads.  Cathy and Roberta reviewed. Cathy spoke with Gary Gouldrup, plan preparer, who was preferred that the Commission direct questions and requests for site visits to Jack Jackson, the Service Forester.  Cathy emailed Jack Jackson with concerns but received an out of the office until 1/2/08 reply. The Commission’s biggest concern is the proposed logging of a thin strip between the horse ring and the steep slope down to Willard Brook near the broken dam. Cathy will continue to try to contact Jack Jackson?

From the Town Administrator: The FY2009 Budget and Warrant Articles Schedule.  $1170.53 expended in FY06  $1755.79 in FY07.

Cathy received an email notification that the cost for 1year maintenance on our "ArcView Single User License” is $415.   This is despite the fact that the program was supposed to cover 2 years of maintenance.  The current maintenance package expires in March.  Cathy will investigate further.

Old Business:
 

“It’s easy to be green” program at the Grange, 1-16-08. Tim has posted our meeting for 1-15-08.   Members will submit additional ideas. Roberta will organize and print up 50 or so on recycled paper.

Emails from Andy Backman regarding the Management Plan for Mt. Watatic. In case anyone is interested and able to attend, the Stewardship Council meeting will be held on this Friday, January 4, starting at 1 p.m. at Borderland State Park located in Easton. No one will be attending from the Commission.
Highway Department Enforcement Order – Cathy will give the list of sites to Tim where remediation has been requested for the Department’s actions that have led to degradation of wetlands.

In response to an apparent view cutting on South Road Conservation Fields, Tim wrote an inquiry to Kevin Griffiths, an abutter to the field, on Dec 26, 2007.  The Commission is still trying to ascertain who performed the unauthorized cutting.

12/31/07 Cathy and Roberta met with Alan Pease and Andy Leonard to assist with the Town's response to FEMA regarding their proposed Flood Maps. Cathy has been working on creating maps that will support the claim that the maps are inaccurate.

In response to cutting and wetland filling observed from the Ashby Landfill, Tim wrote a notification of violation to Jose Valentin, the owner of the property on Dec 26, 2007. 

New Business: 

DEP# 93-298  Commissioned revised and signed the OOC for Bingham and Whitman for Ollie Tervo, 870 Fitchburg State Rd.  This will be issued on Friday, Jan 4, 2007


Members determined that there should be an email account for the Conservation Commission.  Cathy will request one from Alan.

Really need to find an additional member.
Hearings:  None


Hearings Scheduled: none.

Report on Site Visits: none.
Site Visits Needed: 

Simonds Rd and Scott Rd (see above) – to be delayed until the Spring – or bare ground.

Cutting plan for Camp Middlesex

Meeting adjourned at 8:36

Respectfully submitted,

Roberta Flashman  

