Ashby Conservation Commission

Minutes for the Meeting of May 21, 2008

Meeting was opened at 7:33pm with Tim, Bob, Cathy and Roberta in attendance.

Minutes of the meeting of May 7, 2008 were approved unanimously with typos corrected.

Treasurer’s Report: 
The Town Accountant has issued an “End of Year” activities memo.   July 3rd is the last warrant date for the fiscal year.
Correspondence:
The Commission received a copy of the letter the Land Use Agent, Andy Leonard, sent to Ellen Sullivan, 892 West Road, regarding the adjacent lot.  Andy’s assessment that one of the biggest issues, the steepness of the driveway, matched the opinion of the Commission.  The landowners will be going to the ZBA.
Lorraine Pease forwarded a request from C.D. Hayes for “all documents pertaining to the Library.”   Mr. Hayes wishes to review the documents as “a concerned citizen”, not as his capacity as Finance Committee member.  Tim will work out having a Commissioner present when Mr. Hayes reviews the requested documents.  If Tim feels there is a conflict of interest with this issue, he will appoint another Commissioner as an interface.
The Valley Road culvert work by the Highway Dept. is including regular clearing of debris just about every other day since the beaver is really trying to dam that culvert.

The Commission received electronic and hard copy of the Ashby Roadside Cleanup Day poster from Bill Stanwood.  The Cleanup is set for Saturday, May 24, 2008. The Commission gave a copy to the Fitchburg Sentinel reporter at the meeting.  Tim will email to thank Bill.
Received plans for septic system for Lot 3 Jones Hill Road, Walter Murray owner, from David E Ross Associates. The lot is the road in beside the fire pond, the lollipop lot.  Neil Gorman of Ross Associates wants to go on the site visit.

Received plans for a septic replacement at 649 Main Street, Richard Lundberg owner, from David E Ross Associates.  The property is the big white house with the trellises near the intersection with Turnpike Road.

Received plans for a Tight Tank installation at Mr. Mikes Service Station, 1274 Main Street, Peterborough Oil Co. owner, from David E Ross Associates.  The tight tank is to go on the downtown side of the building.  Roberta believes that is where the monitoring wells are.  Ross believes the new installation will not interfere with monitoring.

Received from the Department of the Army, printed material titles: “Recognizing Wetlands,” “Are You Planning Work in a Waterway or Wetland?” and “Guide for Permit Applicants.” Cathy took to read. 
The email titled “Grant of Restrictive Covenant” this week from Alan Pease was prompted by the covenant requirement of lots with less than the required frontage.  The lots need a covenant to restrict further development.  This requirement stems from a new zoning law approved last year.  Roberta believes the Commission shouldn’t be on the covenant since it is not a CR and there’s no conservation aspect to the development restriction.  It seems to be strictly a Planning Board issue.  Roberta will check with Alan Pease.  Perhaps it is because the Commission has the right to sign contracts.
Cathy spoke with Ed Torcoletti/DCR regarding the required finish work for the Willard Brook Valley Road culverts.  Ed will talk with the SCA who are due to arrive on Monday, the holiday, about the work.  The culvert work will be first on their task list.  They will meet with the Commission either Tuesday or Wednesday morning to go over the work that needs to be done.
Old Business:
 
The picture received from Victor Cormier have been printed and included in the project’s file.
Tim spoke with Andy Leonard regarding presentation of the Open Space Plan at our June 18th meeting from 7:30-8:15.  The Ashby Land Trust and any other interested parties to be invited to attend. The target is to have the OSP ready for the next town meeting (fall '08 or spring '09).”  Tim will be absent on the 18th.
The emergency repair of the Glenwood Cemetery Road is underway.  They have installed the ditch alongside the road to the parking area.  Tim wondered if the ditch should start closer to the cemetery since there is silt present now before where the new ditch starts.  Dan says they found an existing trap in the parking area during construction so they will be trying to utilize that after the material is spread on the road.  They will also determine the new “low spot” after the new surface is put in.  If required they will extend the ditch further back.  They may not finish within the period of the Emergency Permit (month of May).  If not, they will have to go through the regular permit process to complete the project.
Regarding a new entrance road to the Cemetery off Nourse Road:  Dan believes that the Town Meeting voted all the land east of the swale as cemetery despite what the parcel map shows.  Someone needs to check the CR.

Dan also spoke with the other Cemetery Commissioners about walking the back of the West Cemetery and they are all in favor.  He will get in touch with us during the summer.

Dan found the Town Meeting minutes from 2000 but they are too vague so the Conservation Restriction will have to be investigated.
Signed OOC for Steve Holmes for septic replacement at 316 Whitney Road. Jack Maloney representing Whitman and Bingham. DEP#093-300. 
The Store 31 “gravel project” has not been improved.  Some of the equipment has been removed.  The owner claims to have ordered the silt fence but nothing has been done.  3 weeks have passed since the Commission visited and none of the infractions have been resolved.  Also the owner has not appeared before the Commission in the month of May as agreed.  Tim will issue an Enforcement Order.  

The Trilogy has printed the first of the Water Quality Series in their May issue.  Cathy will post the articles to the Commission’s blog as they are printed.

The Ashby Land Trust’s Annual Meeting is 5/22 at 11:30am.  Tim wonders if they will be signing the Watatic Management Plan.  He will try to attend the meeting to inquire since the other Commissioners will all be working.
New Business: 
Cathy has registered Ashby as a Town having Baltimore Orioles at Mass. Audubon’s Baltimore Oriole Project website.
The new MACC Director is the Land Agent from Townsend.
No cutting plans have arrived for the planned cut at WBSF along the Valley Road section.  There is a site walk planned for 5/29 at 6:30pm with the DCR forester.  Meeting location is at the bottom of Allen Road.
Damien Fisher from the Sentinel & Enterprise was present at the meeting.
Hearings: none
Hearings Scheduled: none
Report on Site Visits: none
Site Visits Needed: 
1196 West Road siltation.

Store Thirty-One, Fitchburg State Road


649 Main Street, Lundberg


Jones Hill Road, Murray


Mr. Mikes, Main Street

Meeting was adjourned at 8:35pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Kristofferson

