Board of Selectmen Minutes 

April 5, 2017


Board of Selectmen
Minutes

Date:  April 5, 2017
Members Present:  Janet Flinkstrom, Mike McCallum and Mark Haines
Time:  7:05 p.m.
2) Selectmen approve minutes of March 22, 2017 as recorded.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
3) Warrant #W17-20P approve and sign Payroll Warrant in the amount of $55,740.96 subject to further review.

Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
4) Warrant #W17-20 approve and sign Vendor Warrant in the amount of $101,927.00 subject further review.

Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
Tree Warden Update (Allan Dawson):
Had a meeting with Unitil in regards to pruning trees and hazardous take downs in Town.  Allan approved all of the trees scheduled.  A copy of the report was given to the BOS.

Mr. Dawson encourages the person who replaces him as Tree Warden to keep cooperating with Unitil.
He thanked the BOS for all their help.
5) Selectmen accept the resignation of Judith Fenerty as part-time dispatcher, effective 3/23/17.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
6) Selectmen appoint Dylan Denis as part-time Reserve Police Officer effective 4/9/17 with a probationary period of one year. (Introduced by Chief Alden)
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
7) Selectmen appoint Sean Sheridan as E-911 Coordinator, fill in term until June 30, 2017 (requested by Alan Pease).
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
Discussion re: Disposition of Maja Hall.  (Mark Haines recused himself).
MM explained the circumstances of this.  Discussion was held on the possibility of putting it up for sale.  MH spoke on possibility of other organizations in Town having use for the building.
Leasing could be done but the Town would have to maintain the building.
Disposition of this will be on the Annual Town Meeting warrant as to what the Town will approve.
8) Selectmen put an article on the ATM warrant requesting Town approval to sell Maja Hall.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Janet Flinkstrom
Vote:  MM/JF - Aye



MH - Recused
Discussion re: Inclusion of temporary Moratorium on recreational marijuana establishments on the annual town meeting warrant.

MH spoke on some of the revenue that could be raised with taxes and permit fees.
MM questioned what the positives would come from this.  Afraid that after they have established a business and then they up and move the Town is stuck with the building.

Resident:  Comment on facility will be out of sight or farming would be out of sight.
JF commented the Town can have some rules established before permits are issued.

Resident:  Concern over medical services needed.  Feels we need a moratorium on this.

Resident:  Concerned about zoning.  Asked if this article could be tabled and brought up at a Special Town Meeting.
Resident:  Comments on reasons to go forward for monetary compensation to the Town.
Questions that need to be answered regarding this article.
Resident:  Commented that grow facilities are a clean industry and also the positives on it. Is in favor of tax benefits for the Town.

MM:  Concerned with the zoning aspects of article.
MH:  Gave some examples of tax money coming in to some towns that have facilities.

JF:  Is against moratorium.  Would like to see regulations established for this.  Doesn’t’ want to see the Town miss out on an opportunity to have a business come to Town.
Resident:  Comments on history of the Town being negative on letting business in town.
Resident:  Concerned about delay also; missed opportunity for the Town.
MM:  Suggested getting both articles to the floor.

9)   Motion to change proposed moratorium to May 5, 2018 from December 30th.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  MH/MM – Aye



JF - Abstains
10) Selectmen approve the 9 articles on the Special Town Meeting warrant.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
11) Selectmen place articles 1-17 on the Annual Town Meeting warrant.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
Any Other Business Not Reasonably anticipated by the Chairman.  None
Assistant Town Administrator’s Report:  Read by MM and available on Ashby website.
Public Comments (if any):  Lillian Whitney reminded residents of show on Saturday.
12) Selectmen sign masters for Special and Annual Town Meeting warrants.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
13)  Motion to adjourn at 8:38 p.m.
Motion:  Mike McCallum
Seconded:  Mark Haines
Vote:  Unan
Signed by:  _____________________________________

Dates Minutes Approved by Board of Selectmen:  _______________
