TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

March 3, 2010
· There will be a Rabies Clinic from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., Saturday, March 13th at the West Townsend Fire Station.   The fee is $10.00 per animal for both cats and dogs.
· The Board of Selectmen received notification that the Town of Ashby is scheduled to receive a Common Cause Massachusetts’ 2010 e-Government Award on Tuesday, March 16th at 11:00 a.m. at the State House in Boston.  The award is in recognition of the Town’s website meeting certain criteria (see attached).  A sincere thank you goes to Alan Pease for creating the website several years ago and all the work he continues to do to maintain our Town’s website at no cost to the Town.  The Town’s website is www.ashby.ma.us
· The Ashby Seniors Club will be holding a Corned Beef Dinner 12 noon, on Thursday, March 18th at the Legion.  Please make your reservations by Friday, March 12th by calling either Mary Krapf at 386-5635 or Lillian Whitney at 386-5653.  The fee for the dinners is $5.00 per person and take out is available.
· The Schedule for the Annual Town Election is posted inside Town Hall.  There are several positions available for the upcoming election to be held on April 26, 2010.  Nomination papers are now available in the Town Clerk’s office.  Last day to obtain nomination papers is this Friday, March 5th by 5:00 p.m.
· The Ashby Art History 2010 Calendar is still available for purchase at $12 each through the Ashby Market, the Ashburnham Country Store, McNabbs Pharmacy or Squirrel-Eze (both in Townsend), or at the Unique Boutique (in West Townsend). Or you may contact Paula Bogue at 978-386-7230. The calendar features original artwork depicting people, places, and scenes of Ashby drawn or painted by local artists.  A preview of the calendar can be seen at www.ci.ashby.ma.us or at www.ashbyapples.com.  The funds raised would help in the restoration of the Ashby Historical Society building which badly needs a new roof and a coat of paint. While renovations to the building have been supported by a grant from the Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Projects Fund, calendar sales will help provide the funds required to match that grant. The calendar project is supported in part by the Ashby Cultural Council, a local agency supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. 
· The Selectmen have received the following mail, email, memos and faxes:

· Conservation Commission February 17th Minutes, Copies of a Letter to MRPC regarding the 2009 Trail Inventory Report and Response Letter from MRPC regarding the Same and Update on Forest Legacy Program Deed Language
· Copies of the Fire Chief’s Letter of Recognition and Thanks to Highway Employee Steven Beauregard
· Letter from Highway Superintendent Davis regarding Proposed Superintendent’s Rate of Pay Change

· Emails from the FinCom Chairman regarding pulled Reserve Fund Transfer for the Police Expenses

· Email from Ashby Resident Maynard regarding School Superintendent
· Notification from Town Counsel regarding Title of Property now vested with the Town and Department of Public Utilities Emergency Regulations
· Faxed NMRSD Notice of Next School Committee Meeting
· Notification of Assessment  from MRPC
· Emailed Invitations from the Center for Democracy and Humanity to Social Media Workshop and Free Legal Seminar regarding the New Massachusetts Data Security Law
· Email regarding NRWA Online Auction
· Email from DHCD regarding Going Green Workshop

· Emailed Federal Grant Update

· Letter from DEP regarding Funding Availability for Assessment and Clean Up of Leaking Underground Storage Tanks that contained Motor Fuel
· Emailed Urbanity’s City Matters Bulletin
· Email from DOER regarding Stretch Code Adoption Process for Towns

· Email from Senator Flanagan’s Office regarding Municipal Relief Legislation
· Division of Local Services’ City and Town
· Emailed Massachusetts Recovery Update
· Emailed MMA Action Alert
· MMA’s The Beacon
· Notice of Public Filing and Public Hearing regarding Unitil

· Letter from Comcast regarding Service Changes
· Emailed Introduction of Company from Mass Wind forwarded by the Town Clerk

· Advertisement from Dave’s Septic Service

· Public Service Announcements:

+
All eligible individuals (seniors and ADA qualified) wishing to participate in the Meals on Wheels Program should contact Angie Godin at 386-6800.  Meals are only $1.00 and are now delivered Monday through Friday around noon.

+
MART Shuttle Service is available to all eligible (60 years or older, ADA qualified) individuals.  Ashby residents may use the van on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays for medical appointments and shopping.  Interested residents should call Jennifer Collins Monday through Thursday at 386-2501, ext. 11 to apply and schedule use.

+
Current Board, Committee, and Department Vacancies:  Cultural Council, Finance Committee, Historical Commission, Senior Tax Work-off Program and ZBA
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