Board of Selectmen Minutes

October 28, 2009


Board of Selectmen Meeting

Minutes
Date:  Wednesday, October 28, 2009
Time:  6:43 p.m.

Members present:  Peter McMurray, Dan Meunier and Joe Casey
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. - Selectmen Talk with Police Chief Search Committee Volunteers:

11 Member Committee; Post meetings; elect a chairman; Keep minutes; Publish Notice of Meetings; May enter executive session for the actual interviews;
Peter McMurray – appointed Search Committee 6 years ago to select Chief; Three years ago employed Badge Quest

Charge to the Committee – Bring the best three candidates…hopefully by 1st of January, 2010
Linda Sanders – document

2) Motion to appoint as members of the Committee on the list attached Steve McLatchy, Fred Alden, Chris Haynes, Janet Flinkstrom, Tim Bauman, Sally Tracy, Anne Hayes, Melissa Doig, Dave Money, Mary Krapf and Sarah Leonard as Ad-Hoc Police Chief Search Committee members.

Motion:  Peter McMurray
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

3) Selectmen Approve Minutes of October 14, 2009 as amended.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

4) Warrant #:  W17P, approve and sign Payroll Warrant in the amount of $45,435.07 subject to further review.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

5) Warrant #:  W18B, approve and sign Vendor Warrant in the amount of $158,347.14 subject to further review.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

6) Motion to approve and sign Reserve Fund Transfer #10-07 to the Highway Regular Overtime Account for $225.30 for the purpose of opening Jones Hill Rd on 9/25/09.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

7) Motion to approve and sign Reserve Fund Transfer #10-08 to Police Expenses in the Amount of $5,882.00 for replacement of engine on the 2004 Ford Expedition cruiser.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

8) Motion to approve and sign Reserve Fund Transfer #10-09 to Historical Commission Expenses in the Amount of $54.20.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

9) Motion to sign on Letter of Gratitude for Dondi LaRue’s Fifteen Years of Service.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

10) Motion to appoint Johanna Grutchfield to the Council on Aging.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

11) Motion to accept the resignation of Chris Wallace, the Highway Equipment Operator effective October 30, 2009.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Selectmen Update on the Ashby Open Space Plan (Conservation Commission and Land Use Agent):

Open Space in Ashby – Battling Sprawl…why would town…Andrew Leonard:  Open Space is the 2nd most important plan after Community Development – State Requirements = 18 months Planning Board & Conservations Commission have been updating maps…one public hearing will be advertized.  1st Draft Report…posted on line…2nd public hearing to evaluate…Plan has to be evaluated by the Boards of Health, Conservation and Selectmen then forwarded to the State for review.  Questions were addressed to Mr. Leonard concerning the possible need for balance between open space and economic development within the town.  Mr. Leonard acknowledged that economic development was a significant need but that in his opinion, it would have to be pursued through an initiative outside of the Open Space Plan.
Ms. Kristofferson of the Conservation Commission assisted by Ms. Flashman presented a power point presentation entitled “Battling Sprawl” highlighted by an economic analysis balancing the prospect
of development vs. non development of a given parcel focused on the cost to the town in providing necessary services.  Though somewhat illusory in establishing the facts put forth in the minor premise upon which the presentation was based, Ms. Kristofferson and Ms. Flashman satisfied in their own minds the validity of the major premises vis-à-vis development.  They agreed to provide copy of their presentation for review by the BOS.  The BOS thanked them for their time and effort.
12) Motion to sign on Special State Primary Warrant for Tuesday, December 8, 2009 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Selectmen Briefing on CDBG Grant Program with Hubbardston (Shelly Hatch, MRPC):

Combined grant 719,959 K Ashby & Hubbardston…Ms. Hatch explained the parameters of the current grant and the town’s responsibility in assuming the lead for administration of the funds.  During Ms. Hatch’s presentation, the BOS approved motions to sign the Agreement referenced in items #13, #14, #15 and #16 below pursuant to explanations concerning each item by Ms. Hatch.

13) Motion to sign on Agreement with the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission for the Administration and Implementation of the CDBG Grant.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

14) Motion to sign on Agreement for Housing Rehabilitation Services with Jack McCarthy, dba Home Tech, Inc. for the CDBG grant.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

15) Motion to sign on Agreement with Attorney Thomas C. Gustafson for Title Rundown and Recording Services for the CDBG grant.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

16) Motion to sign on Memorandum of Agreement with the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission for Group Procurement of Office Supplies.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Request for Selectmen’s Selection of a Monday Date for the Special Town Meeting:

17) Motion to set the date for the Special Town Meeting for Monday, November 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Request for Selectmen’s Review of the STM Articles List and Decisions about what to Include on the Warrant:
The BOS reviewed the “List of Requested Warrant Articles for a Fall Special Town Meeting” included in their packets containing 15 items.  After discussion of each item, the BOS made dollar figure adjustments on items #2, #3 and #8; asked the Town Administrator to specify an amount on #7; specified “free cash” as a source for funds for item #9; eliminated items #6, #10, #11, #12, #13 and #15 from the list.

Town Administrator’s Report – attached.

Public Comments (if any):  Question…..re:  W-2 forms for town employees.
18) Motion to adjourn at 10:31 p.m.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Signed by:  __________________________________

Joe Casey
Date:  


Date Minutes Approved by Board of Selectmen:  _________________________







