Board of Selectmen Minutes

August 19, 2009

Board of Selectmen Meeting

Minutes
Date:  Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Time:  7:10 p.m.

Members present:  Peter McMurray, Dan Meunier and Joe Casey
2) Selectmen Approve Minutes of August 5 and August 12, 2009 as recorded.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan
3) Warrant #:  W07P, approve and sign Payroll Warrant in the amount of $50,156.10 subject to further review.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

4) Warrant #:  W08B, approve and sign Vendor Warrant in the amount of $39,458.62 subject to further review.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

5) Motion to table the matter of the Request for Reserve Fund Transfer to the Allen Field Expense Account to repair the mower deck on the tractor for $980.00.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

6) Motion to approve and sign on Treasurer’s Advance of Funds in Lieu of Borrowing Report on amount of $311,367.99.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

7) Motion to approve and sign on a Common Victualler’s License for the Ashby Community Council.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

8) Motion to appoint Peter Niall as Interim Building Inspector and Richard Hanks as Interim Alternate for a term from September 1, 2009 through February 28, 2010.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan
9) Motion to appoint Catherine Whitney as Dispatcher (PFSO) (EAW).
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

10) Motion to appoint Catherine Bogue as Broadcast Technician (EAW).
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

11) Motion to appoint John Pankosky as Broadcast Technician (EAW).
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan
12) Motion to designate Peter McMurray as Environmental Certifying Officer for FY09 Small Cities Grant.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  DM/JC – Yes


           PM - Abstain
13) Motion to sign on FEMA Reimbursement Contract.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Selectmen Briefing on Ashby’s New Energy Resource Committee Progress:  April organized and met 4 times; looked at existing State law; Reusable Energy Funding – explored the feasibility of municipal purchase of property for wind energy – Ashburnham, Lunenburg, Townsend & Fitchburg; looking for easier ways to get private utilities to sell.  Bob Rice has been helpful; “legal opinion” available….; Representative Rice’s bill according to Mr. McCallum proposes that any penalties assessed against Unitil or any other energy producer be distributed among the towns that suffer any hardship as a result of any utility company’s failure to meet their obligations(s) to the communities they serve. 
The Energy Committee members present for the discussion were Mr. McCallum, Mr. Pease and Mr. Leonard.

A meeting was held with the other communities involved at which Townsend was not represented; two private citizens from Fitchburg attended, neither of whom represented the city administration; Mr. Pease represented Ashby; and three individuals from the Energy Committee appointed by the Lunenburg B.O.S. represented Lunenburg.  Although there were no minutes taken, Mr. Pease will forward a copy of his personal notes from that meeting to the Board.
Mr. McCallum also reported that although they have considered the possibility of an eminent domain taking that the legal path is complicated and such matters move very slowly.  The committee has not, as yet, met with any representative(s) from Unitil.
The committee also agreed to supply the Board with copies of the legal opinions they have obtained related to these issues and the “numbers” of the House Bills filed by Representative Rice.

14) Motion to sign on Request Letter for a DLS Feasibility Study.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Town Administrator’s Report:  Attached

Public Comments (if any):  None
15) Motion to Enter Executive Session to discuss deployment of security personnel at 8:02 p.m. and reconvene in Open Session.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey                                 Vote:  PM/DM/JC - Aye
Back in Open Session at 8:49 p.m.
16) Motion to appoint Edward Drew as Interim Police Chief for Town of Ashby effective immediately upon his availability.
Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

17) Motion to adjourn at 8:51 p.m.

Motion:  Dan Meunier
Seconded:  Joe Casey
Vote:  Unan

Signed by:  __________________________________

Joe Casey
Date:  


Date Minutes Approved by Board of Selectmen:  _________________________







