ASHBY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The five-member Ashby Conservation Commission is a town board serving by the appointment of the Board of Selectmen, through the enabling statutes of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (G.L. Ch.40 P8C). In the broadest sense, the mission of the Conservation Commission is to protect the natural resources of the community. The authority to do so is derived from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Conservation Commission Act (HB chapter 18.9) which defines the duties and responsibilities of the Commission. Provisions are delineated for the planning, acquiring, and managing of open space, and monitoring agricultural and conservation restrictions. 

A 1972 enactment called “The Wetlands Protection Act” (Mass General Law Chapter 131, section 40) assigned the responsibility for administering this statute to the local conservation commission as described in HB Chapter 12 and the text printed in HB 18.34. This information is available to you on line at: 

http://www.state.ma.us/legis/laws/mgl/gl-131-toc.htm
Wetland areas were once thought to be a nuisance and places to be filled or drained. We have now come to realize the very important functions that wetlands serve. Nine values are recognized:
· protection of public or private water supply; 

· protection of groundwater supply; 

· flood control; 

· erosion and sedimentation control; 

· storm damage prevention; 

· avoidance of water and soil pollution; 

· protection of fisheries, wildlife habitat, rare species habitat including rare plant species; 

· protection of agriculture and aquaculture; 

· recreation values, deemed important to the community. 
Consequently, Ashby’s wetlands are an important community resource and their protection has a positive impact on the health, finances and aesthetics of the town. Wetlands are complex ecosystems that provide valuable services to humans and animals alike.

The Conservation Commission has endeavored over the past year to fulfill its responsibilities in protecting the community’s natural resources and administering the Wetlands Protection Act and the Rivers Protection Act (HB P18.25). Toward this goal, the commission held 23 regular public meetings (1st and 3rd Wednesdays monthly) and one special public meetings. In addition, the commission has worked to assist current and prospective Ashby property owners with the identification of existing wetlands on their lands that are protected by the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).
Throughout the year, 98 site visits were conducted by the commission, with a minimum of two members, and often the full commission, on site. This equates to about 258 “person-visits.” Some of these walks were purely informational opportunities for the landowner to learn about the protected aspects of their property and how best to proceed with projects. Also, a number of preconstruction meetings were arranged with builders and project managers.

Five determinations were issued in response to Requests for Determination of Applicability received by the commission.

Fourteen public hearings or continuations of hearings were held for Notices of Intent to work within a resource area or the surrounding buffer zones.

Eight Orders of Conditions and one extension of existing Orders of Conditions were issued. These orders specify how a project must be carried out to minimize or eliminate negative impacts upon the wetlands. The orders are recorded on the property deeds by the owner and remain valid for three years. The owner may request an extension if the project is not completed within the three-year time frame. Upon completion of a project, the commission will accept a written request to issue a Certificate of Compliance. The later certification allows the owner to have the Order of Conditions removed from the deed. Five such certificates were issued during the past year.

The Commission also issued two Emergency Certificates, allowing work to proceed for a limited time under limited conditions, and two Enforcement Orders (Cease and Desist). 

The Commission has worked in conjunction with the State Forester in reviewing and managing nine cutting plans for sites in or near wetlands thus reducing or eliminating any negative impact on the wetlands.

A cooperative working relationship has been maintained with the following boards, agencies, and officers: The Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator, the Ashby Police and Fire Departments, the Ashby and State Highway Departments, the Board of Health, the Planning Board, the Board of Assessors, and the Building Inspector.

Other agencies that we collaborate with or participate in include: Ashby State Park, Fitchburg Water Department, Nashoba Associated Boards of Health, Squannassit Area of Critical Environmental Concern, the Nashua River Watershed Conservation Alliance, the Nashua River Watershed Land Trust Alliance, the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, Mass. Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management, and the Ashburnham Conservation Trust. Commission members are also active in the Nashua River Watershed Conservation Commission Alliance, the Ashby Land Trust, the Open Space Committee, the Blood Hill Management Committee and the Watatic Management Committee.

We are participating members of the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions, and have been for over twenty years. Through this association, all commission members have either completed or are working towards the eight-unit Fundamentals for Conservation Commissions program of certification. In addition, some commissioners have acquired the Advanced Certification status awarded by the association. Commission members attend annual conferences and special workshops. Membership is also maintained in the Nashua River Watershed Association. 

The Commission has sponsored and supervised Bio-Diversity Days celebrations during which a number of citizens, young and old participated in varied outdoor educational / recreational programs. These were organized by Commissioner Paula Packard.

The Conservation Commission received a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation for “Urban Forest Planning and Education.” This $2,000 grant is covering the cost of creating a Forest Management Plan for the 170-acre Wiita Conservation Land, also known as the Blood Hill. The plan will serve other land owners as a step by step example of how to develop their own management plans. The commission sponsored a bird survey on the property conducted by a professional ornithologist. The Commission also sponsored clean-up days on the Blood Hill property. 

Other ongoing projects in which the commissioners are active participants include the development of the Watatic Mountain Management Plan and the Ashby Open Space Plan.

In August, the Commission welcomed Patty McCloy, Ashby’s first Land Use Coordinator. The coordinator is working with the commission, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Agriculture Commission and other town agencies while serving as an ombudsman for citizens in meeting project requirements. 

In October, the Board of Selectmen appointed Cathy Kristofferson to the commission, thus filling a year-long vacancy and bringing the commission to its full five-member compliment. Ashby’s five commission members serve three-year terms and are as follows:
Robert Leary - Vice Chair, term expires in 2006

Roberta Flashman - Secretary, term expires in 2007

Paula Packard - Treasurer, term expires in 2008

Tim Bauman - Chair, term expires in 2006

Cathy Kristofferson – term expires in 2007

There are currently five Associate Members of the Conservation Commission.  They are:

Jim Stacy, Tom Mikes, Ollie Mutch, Jane Mutch, and Dondi LaRue







Respectfully submitted by







George A. “Tim” Bauman
ASHBY BOARD OF HEALTH

The Board of Health consists of Mary Krapf, Chair, and Chris Allen and Cedwyn Morgan. The board meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month at 8:00 PM in Town Hall. The Board is assisted by Jim Gareffi, Health Agent from the Nashoba Associated Boards of Health, who provides expertise in septic engineering, permitting, housing, and other issues, and Paul Bergquist, the Town Engineer, who performed the monitoring required for the closed landfill on Greenville Road and the permitting for the recently opened transfer station. 

Much of the board’s time is spent reviewing septic system designs and variance applications. Refer to the report from the Nashoba Associated Boards of Health for a numerical summary of septic system activity in Ashby during 2005.

Significant other activities during 2005 included:

Transfer Station: The board assisted the Selectmen and other town officials in developing a plan for the Recycling Center & Transfer Station, and oversaw the permitting of the facility. The facility is managed by the selectmen. After the landfill closed, the town reduced and then eliminated the Board of Health line item for solid-waste management. Compliance with recycling requirements, and opportunities for residents to recycle, became more and more problematic over time. The opening of the recycling center has provided a solution to this problem. 

Animal Inspector and Dog Control Officer: Alan Phillips, who served the town for decades as Animal Inspector and Dog Control Officer, passed away. Alan had dealt with pretty much all animal issues in the town, and the division of responsibilities amongst his successors took a while to iron out. This was eventually resolved with the creation of a new animal control position, reporting to the selectmen, that handles responsibilities not associated with the animal inspector’s responsibilities, which are described in state regulations. The principal responsibilities of the Animal Inspector are barn inspections and animal quarantines. At the beginning of the year, the Animal Inspector was Audrey Wickman, who moved out of town and was succeeded for a few weeks by Tom Cason, who resigned and was succeeded by Lucille Carignan.

Emergency Preparedness. Post “9-11” federal programs have required preparation of emergency preparedness plans. Jim Gareffi and Mary Krapf have spearheaded efforts to develop plans with other town officials to comply with these mandates.

Landfill Maintenance and Monitoring. The closed landfill is mowed once per year and groundwater and landfill gas are monitored in compliance with a DEP-approved schedule proposed by the board. No irregularities were noted in this year’s monitoring data.

Miscellaneous Issues:

· The board has been working with a property owner to develop plans for removal of dilapidated abandoned building that is a health hazard.

· The board has required installation of water treatment systems, with notations on the property deeds, for several new houses with high arsenic concentrations in the south end of town.

· The board passed large animal regulations that broadened the requirements of the 2004 Horse Regulations to other large animals, per the agreement that was made with horse owners attending the hearings in 2004. Commercial large animal owners attending the hearings in 2005 concurred with the regulations.

· The Board received five municipal solid-waste transporter permit applications. 
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NASHOBA ASSOCIATED BOARDS OF HEALTH

Nashoba Associated Boards of Health continues to serve the local Board of Health in meeting the challenges of environmental and public health needs in Ashby. In 2005 particular efforts were made to respond to continued demands in the Environmental Division while adjusting to changes in the Nursing Division created by national trends in health care. In addition to the day-to-day public health work Nashoba provides Ashby with the following services.

· Maintaining Nashoba’s internet web site to provide information for the public. (See nashoba.org)
· Through our involvement in the Bioterrorism Regional Coalition we are keeping the Ashby Board of Health up-to date on matters of emergency preparedness planning.  We are currently working on the town’s Emergency Dispensing Site Plan.  

· Response to the possible West Nile Encephalitis (WNV) surveillance effort  through coordination with MDPH, through the collection of suspected bird samples, submittal to the MDPH lab, and follow-up when the lab results were obtained. 

· Response to health related impacts of beavers through coordination with the local Board of Health in the issuance of the necessary permits.

· Response to state mandated changes in regulations requiring more frequent beach sampling through sample collection, submittal for analysis, and follow-up when results were obtained.

· Providing stepped-up enforcement of public health laws through the use of the Housing Court system.

We look forward to continuing our work with Ashby's Board of Health.  Included in highlights of 2005 are the following:


· Through membership in the Association, Ashby benefited from the services of the Nashoba staff including: Registered Sanitarians, Certified Health Officers, Registered Nurses, Registered Physical & Occupational Therapists, Licensed Social Workers, Nutritionists, Certified Home Health Aides, and Registered Dental Hygienists.

· Reviewed 26 Title 5 state mandated private Septic System Inspections for Ashby Board of Health. Received, reviewed, and filed these state mandated (but unfunded) Title 5 inspections. Corresponded with inspectors regarding deficiencies; referred deficient inspections to Ashby Board of Health for enforcement action.

By the Ashby Board of Health’s continued participation in the association you can shape your future local public health programs and share in the benefits of quality service at a reason​able cost!

Environmental Health Department

Environmental Information Responses 

Ashby Office (days) ....................................................................... 71

The Nashoba sanitarian is available for the public twice a week at the Ashby Board of Health Office. 
(This does not reflect the daily calls handled by the secretarial staff at the Nashoba office in Ayer.)
Food Service Licenses & Inspections.............................................. 8

Nashoba annually mails out and receives application from both restaurants and retail food businesses. Licenses are renewed for existing facilities.  Plans are submitted and reviewed prior to initial licensing. All licensees are inspected at a minimum twice a year.  Where deficiencies are found, a re-inspection is scheduled to insure compliance. When a complaint from the public is received an inspection is also conducted. During this inspection health factors of food handlers is also investigated, and where appropriate medical consultation and laboratory testing may be required.

Beach/Camp/School Inspections.................................................... 26

Camps are inspected at least annually at opening for compliance with State Sanitary Code, Chapter IV, 105CMR430.00. Public swimming beaches are sampled for water quality every week during the summer and more often if a problem is suspected.
Housing & Nuisance Investigations..................................................2

Nashoba, as agent for the Ashby Board of Health, inspects dwellings for conformance with State Sanitary Code, 105 CMR 410.00, issues orders for correction, and re-inspect for compliance.  Similarly, complaints from residents concerning unsanitary conditions or pollution events are investigated. 

Septic System Test Applications.................................................... 65

Applications from residents proposing to build or upgrade a septic system are accepted, a file created, and testing dates are coordinated with the applicants engineer.

Septic System Lot Tests............................................................... 244

Nashoba sanitarian witnesses soil evaluations, deep hole tests, and, usually on a separate date, percolation tests conducted by the applicant’s engineer which serve as the basis of the design of the septic system.
Septic System Plan Applications ………………………….…….21

Detailed plans created by engineers hired by residents proposing to build or upgrade a septic system are received, filed, and routed to the Nashoba sanitarian for review.
Septic System Plan Reviews...........................................................29

Engineered plans are reviewed according to state code, Title 5, and local Board of Health regulations and review forms are created and sent to engineer for revision.  Subsequent re-submittals by the engineer are also reviewed.
Septic System Permit Applications (new lots) ...............................22
Septic System Permit Applications (upgrades) ...............................9
Applicants’ approved plan submittals and Board of Health requirements are incorporated into a permit to construct the septic system.
Septic System Inspections ............................................................. 44

Nashoba Sanitarian is called to construction sites at various phases of construction to witness & verify that system is built according to plans.

Septic System Consultations...........................................................14

During all phases of application, design, and construction the Nashoba Sanitarian is called upon for legal details and interpretation.

Well Permits.....................................................................................21
Water Quality/Well Consultations .................................................18

Private wells are regulated solely by local Board of Health regulations. The Nashoba Sanitarian assist the BOH by reviewing well plans, securing well water samples, and interpreting water quality test results.

Rabies Clinics - Animals Immunized .............................................. 4

Nashoba arranges for local clinics with cooperating veterinarians, arranging for dates and location, placing ads in local newspapers, and sending home flyers through local schools.  In addition, since the recent raccoon rabies epizootic Nashoba has arranged for delivery of over 500 animal specimens to the State lab in Boston for analysis and has counseled possible exposure victims to seek medical assistance.
Nashoba Nursing Service & Hospice
Home Health
Nursing Visits
………………………………………………..152

Nashoba’s Certified Home Health Registered Nurses visits provide skilled services to patients in their home under physicians’ orders. These services include assessment of physical, psychological, and nutritional needs. Skills include teaching/supervision of medications, wound care, ostomy care, IV therapy on a 24-hour basis, catheter care, case management and referral to other services as needed.

Home Health Aide Visits 
.104

Nashoba’s Certified Home Care Aides provide assistance with daily activities of daily living including bathing dressing, exercises and meal preparation.

Rehabilitative Therapy Visit
111

Nashoba Therapists provide skilled physical, occupational, speech, and dietary therapeutic interventions through assessment, treatment and education.  Their integration of client, caregiver, and medical outcomes aims at attaining maximum functional dependence.

Medical Social Service Visits
..11

Nashoba Social Workers provide short-term assistance to patients at home for counseling and referral to community resources.

Clinics

Local Well Adult, Support Groups, & Other Clinic Visits……..185

Visits include well adult clinics, and immunization, cholesterol exercise, mental health and bereavement clinics.  

Number of patients that attended Flu Clinics held in Ashby……….…..102

Number of patients whom received flu shots that live in Ashby……….139

Number of patients whom received Pneumovax Vaccine…………….......1

Number of patients whom attended Well-Adult Clinics from Ashby …...83

Communicable Disease
Communicable Disease Reporting & Control

Nashoba’s Nursing Service & Environmental Health Department work together to meet the local Board of Health’s responsibilities under the law to do the following:

· Investigate and control the spread of communicable diseases within Ashby (MGL Chap111, Sec 6, 7, and 92-116). Nashoba works with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) in this area.

· Receive and process reports from physicians concerning cases of diseases “dangerous to the public health” as defined by MDPH (MGL Chap111, Sec6)

· Notify MDPH Division of Epidemiology and Immunization within 24 hours of receiving notice of any case “dangerous to the public health”. 

· Receive reports and undertake follow-up as necessary regarding certain food borne and waterborne diseases and diseases being monitored by the MDPH.

· Receives reports, investigates and conducts follow-up on all incidences involving positive rabies results.

Number of Communicable Disease cases Investigated…..………9

Communicable Disease Number of Cases

· Hepatitis ………………………………………………..…….5

· Lyme Disease……………………………………………..…..1

· Meningitis…………………………………………………….1

· Tuberculosis………………………………………………..…2

Dental Health Department

Examination, Cleaning & Fluoride - Grades K, 2 & 4

Nashoba’s Registered Dental Hygienists, operating out of the school nurse’s office and records, provide these services to those children whose parents have given written consent.

Students Eligible............................................................  122

Students Participating....................................................... 76

Referred to Dentist............................................................ 14

Instruction - Grades K, 1 & 5
Nashoba’s Registered Dental Hygienists also provide classroom instruction of cleaning and maintaining health teeth to all children in these grades.

Number of Programs.........................................................  7

Students Participating .................................................... 142
ANIMAL ENFORCEMENT AGENT/ DOG OFFICER
January 2006, another Busy Year!

It has been a year of changes for Animal Enforcement; the Dog Officer position has been modified to include all domestic animals and wildlife. The position is now called “Animal Enforcement Agent / Dog Officer”.

The year was busy with numerous calls regarding raccoons in chimneys and skunks under porches and decks; all were trapped and relocated. Lots of cow chasing too!

Dog licenses expired Dec 31 2005, so please take a few minutes to re-license your dog(s). It is identification I need to get them home quickly. Cats must also have a rabies vaccine.

“Joey” is doing great. He is living comfortably at my home with my family and me. He “fits” right in. All other strays have been placed in happy homes. Not too many this year.

Sincerely,
Mary Letourneau

AEA/DO

LAWS GOVERNING DOGS

The owner or keeper of a dog which is six months old or over shall annually, on or before the thirty-first day of December, cause it to be registered, numbered, described, and licensed for one year from the first of January following. If kept in any town, in the office of the Clerk thereof. The owner or keeper of a licensed dog shall cause it to wear around its neck a collar distinctly marked with the town’s name and its registered number.

The owner or keeper of a dog may at any time have it licensed until the first day of January following; and a person who becomes the owner or keeper of a dog after January first which is not duly licensed, and the owner or keeper of a dog which becomes six months old after December thirty-first in any year shall, when it is six months old, cause it to be registered, numbered, described, licensed, and collared as required in the preceding section.

Whoever is the owner or keeper of a dog six months of age or older shall cause such dog to be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian using a vaccine approved by the Board of Health.

Unvaccinated dogs acquired or brought into the Commonwealth shall be vaccinated within thirty days after acquisition or entry into the Commonwealth or upon reaching the age of six months, whichever comes later.

Vaccinated dogs shall be revaccinated periodically in accordance with rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the Department of Health.

Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.

ASHBY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION

The Agricultural Commission was formed this year as a result of the annual town meeting where both the formation of such a commission and the establishment of a Right-to-Farm bylaw were enacted. Following that meeting, and with the cooperation of the Planning Board and Ashby Grange, the following people were established as members of the commission.

	Thomas Cason
	Kyrie Martin

	William Duffy
	Paula Packard

	Paula Bogue
	Heather Leonard

	John Mickola
	


With alternates:

Charles Pernaa

Susan Chapman

Nadine Callahan

The commission meets in the Land Use Office of the Town Hall on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM
After the formation and establishment of the commission, members have been working to fulfill the goals of the Right-to-Farm bylaw. That is, we have been drawing up the disclosure statement required with each property sale in the town with regards to the buyer, acknowledging that Ashby is still a farming community with all the conditions connected to agriculture in a rural way of life.

We have also been formulating a mission statement which includes education, support for farmers, liaison between town boards, and implementing the Right-to-Farm bylaw. It is the intent of this committee to familiarize the town population as much as possible with the commission and the bylaw as well as the agricultural nature of the Town of Ashby

Respectfully submitted

John Mickola

Agricultural Commission
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